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Ryan’s Reflections 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Many years ago, the King of Greece made the decision to travel to the USA. The King had heard of the vast 
land and how God had blessed the United States, and he decided he would take his family and friends to 
see if what they had heard was true. 

So, the King of Greece and all those he invited boarded the ship and headed toward America. The servant 
of the King would walk the King’s family’s beloved pet dog. One day the servant in charge of the pet was ex-
ercising and playing with the King’s pet dog. 

The servant was getting a little careless and the dog had got braver running and playing on the deck of the 
ocean-liner. Another day the ship was in choppy water, the dog was running on the hardwood deck. The 
little pet ran and jumped and when the dog landed, he slid into the ocean. 

The servant ran as fast as he could and told the Captain of the Ocean Liner about the dog sliding off the 
deck into the ocean & how much the King and his family loved that pet dog. 

The captain of the ship refused to turn it around for a dumb old dog. The servant said, "But it is not a dumb 
old dog, it is the King’s pet!" The captain said, "I am sorry, you should have been more careful! But I will not 
turn the ship around for a dog!" 

The servant started running as fast as possible toward the back of the ship. The servant could see the swim-
ming dog in the distance; the servant pulled his shoes off, grabbed a life jacket, and jumped off the back of 
the ship. 

The crew started yelling, "Man overboard! Man overboard!" The captain 
turned the ship around and went to save the man. When they found the 
man floating in his life jacket, he had the dog safe in his arms. 

This Easter season, aren’t you glad that the Suffering Servant was willing 
to leave the glory of heaven, to dive into our world and save us from our 
hopeless, drowning selves?  

He lived a perfect, sinless life; He died a death we deserved; He paid the 
price we could never afford; He rose again and lives forevermore! Amen! 
He is Risen! And He loves us more than anything or anyone else ever 
could. 

Thankful to be serving and celebrating a Risen Savior alongside you, 

Pastor Ryan    

 



         

 
 

JESUS PAID IT ALL 

(1865) 

It was a Sunday morning at Monument Street Methodist Church in Baltimore.  Rev. George Schrick was 

droning on in a lengthy prayer while, up in the choir loft, Elvina Hall’s mind was wandering.  She 

thumbed quietly through the hymnbook, then began doodling on the flyleaf.  By and by, these words 

came to her, which she scribbled on the front flap of her hymnal: 

I hear my Savior say    Thy strength indeed is small,                                                                        

Thou has naught My debt to pay;  Find in Me thy all in all 

Yea, nothing good have I,    Whereby Thy grace to claim;                                                                     

I’ll wash my garments white     In the blood of Calvary’s Lamb 

And now complete in Him,    My robe  His righteousness,                                                                      

Close sheltered ‘neath His side,     I am divinely blest, 

When from my dying bed     My ransomed soul shall rise,                                                                      

Jesus paid it all   shall rend the vaulted skies. 

Elvina’s poem fell into the hands of John T. Grape, a coal merchant and the church organist at        

Monument Street Methodist Church.  As it happened, the church was being renovated, and the small 

organ had been taken to Grape’s house for safekeeping.  There he composed the music to “Jesus Paid 

It All.” 

Through the years,  the words of this hymn have been edited and altered, but its great theme of       

redemption has remained untouched.   

Jesus paid it all,     all to Him I owe;                                                                                     

Sin had left a crimson stain,    He washed it white as snow. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Our Easter Cantata   

SUNDAY April 5th 10:30 am   &   MONDAY  April 6th 6:30 pm 

Invite your friends, neighbors, co-workers, family members and 

come worship with us as we celebrate the 

“RISEN LAMB” 

Singing for JESUS, 

Ellen  

Notes from Ellen 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April Birthdays 

April 2  Jamie Pleasant 

April 3  Hazel Riley 

April 4  Jason Curtis 

April 5  Marie Day 

April 6  Amanda Crews 

April 9  Carleigh Dalton 

April 10  Deloris Murphy 

April 13  Lawrence Woodson 

    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Cherokee:  Left Behind by Linda Rynell Kristof 
 
 This story is historical Christian fiction.  It is a saga of the trail of tears, based on 
true events of this tragedy, set in beautiful Tennessee in 1838.  Caroline Ashbill is 
celebrating her 10th birthday.  Soldiers come in and force all the Indians from their 
homes.  She’s hidden and protected by her white grandparents. 
  
 It is an interesting and fun read about how she tries to tame her wild Indian ways 
and fit into society.  This book is entertaining from start to finish and is the first book by 
Linda Kristof.  Hopefully, a sequel will tell even more of her life’s journey. 
 
 

If you have any suggestions, please let someone on the library committee know! 

 

 
Happy Reading! 

 

Becky Boyd 

 

April 18  Don Green 

April 19  Keith Rice 

April 23  Connor Ford 

April 24  Helen Clark, Amelia Poteat 

April 25  Chris Laughorn 

April 26  Frances Harper, Jim Martin 

April 27  Christian High 

April 29  Walter Bennett, Isis Gary, 

   Johnny Ray Wilcox 

Happy Birthday to All !                 

Library Spotlight—Becky Boyd 



 

This year, we celebrate Easter on the day in which many historians and scholars believe to be 
the actual day on which Jesus resurrected. We will celebrate His resurrection by gathering at church, 
spending time with family, preparing Easter baskets, and hunting for Easter eggs. Of course, as part of 
this celebration, we will read scripture which describes the crucifixion and the events following His 
death and resurrection. During this time, we narrow our focus to this portion of the Gospels, but we 
should probably remind ourselves how we ended up needing such a sacrifice. We have to travel back 
to the beginning.   

Genesis recounts how Adam is tasked with caring for and maintaining the garden of Eden along 
with his helpmate, Eve, who is created from the side rib of Adam. The text describes how Adam and 
Eve fell after the first act of sin, partaking of fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil (which 
some scholars argue is symbolic of partaking of God’s judgement). In Genesis 3:17-18, the Lord spoke 
in judgement to Adam and Eve, saying, “Cursed is the ground for your sake in toil you shall eat of it all 
the days of your life. Both thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you, and you shall eat the herb of 
the field.” Though the Father judges His children, He provides them with some hope, specifically     
telling the Serpent in Genesis 3:15, “And I will make enemies Of you and the woman, And of your    
offspring and her Descendant; He shall bruise you on the head, And you shall bruise Him on the heel.”  

 As believers, we understand why the Fall in Genesis is crucial to our understanding of the      
Gospel as it resulted in the need for the death and resurrection of God Himself. However, every minor 
detail in scripture matters. When we understand and recall each detail of the Fall, we will better       
understand why certain details are provided related to the crucifixion. Christ, referred to as the       
Second Adam, had to atone for all actions taken by Adam and Eve. The process of Jesus’ death          
reminds of the first sin. Christ’s hands are nailed to the cross as the hands of Adam and Eve held the 
fruit; His feet are nailed down to recall God’s covenant in Genesis 3:15 that the seed of the woman 
would bruise the head of the deceiver. On Christ’s head is placed a crown of thorns because one part 
of our curse was the ground was to produce thorns and thistles; the side is pierced as Eve came from 
the rib of Adam. The Savior was nailed to a tree, to hang like the fruit, to remind us that Adam and Eve 
partook of the sinful fruit which hung on a tree.  

 The entire story of the crucifixion is parallel-
ing what we see in Genesis 3. We see God undoing 
the sinful acts taken by our early ancestors. He 
offers a righteous fruit, which if we partake, brings 
us back to Him. God desires a family; this Easter, lets 
remember the sacrifice of our Lord and the agony 
He went through to ensure that the curse of the Fall 
was undone so that we could return to the Creator 
and have communion with Him. Let us remember, 
as Pastor Tim Keller said, “On the cross, Christ was 
treated as an outcast so that we could be brought 
into God’ family freely by grace.”   
 

Yours in Christ, 

Colby Warren , Chairman 

From the Chairman’s Desk 



 

 

 

 

Recapping Shermont’s Mission/ Outreach activities highlights how your support makes a real        

difference; inspiring continued involvement, and a sense of purpose.  

 

1. God’s Storehouse food collection was amazing. Your generous giving during February & March 

shows your compassion and encouraging a caring community spirit. Also, what a blessing it was to 

have our youth and children be part of this ministry, teaching them how to be the hands and feet of 

Jesus.  

2. On Friday, March 20th, Donna Hutson and Kim Baldridge shopped for items to make bags for House 

of Hope. Kaelyn Reese came to speak to our mission/outreach group and requested our  assistance. 

On Friday, March 20th, five members of Shermont met and made 76 bags to distribute to the men 

and women at the House of Hope for lunch and a snack. We also donated boxes of cookies, muffins, 

Pop Tarts, and cereal for breakfast. We delivered the items to Gibson Cycles, and Tommy Gibson told 

us about the program and for the need for help for people experiencing homelessness. What a 

blessing we all received.       

Looking ahead to April, we invite everyone to join upcoming mission activities. Stay tuned for       

specific dates and ways to get involved in our outreach efforts. 

 

1. Annie Armstrong Easter Offering Collection April 5th - 26th.                                                                   

This year’s goal :  $7,000.00.   The Annie Armstrong Easter offering supports North American and 

Canadian Missionaries.  100%  of this offering is used to support missionaries planting churches      

in cities, towns, and on college campuses.   

2. Kim Baldridge will soon share ways you can support Habitat for Humanity's 'Aging In Place'       

project.  Look out for upcoming opportunities to get involved and make a difference. 

 

Thanks to all those who are excited and eagerly willing to be the hands and feet of Jesus.   

Please pray about this ministry, and if you feel God calling you to be active in this group,                       

we would love to have you! 

 

“In the same way,  let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify 

your Father in Heaven.” Matthew 5:16 

 

Love in Christ, 

Amanda Crews 

Missions 



 

 
 

As we continue into the spring season, I’m sure we will be hearing talk of “April showers.” The saying 
has stuck because of the consistency with which the month of April brings rain with it. It is something 
we can reliably count on, whether we like it or not.  
 

So let us know, let us press on to know the LORD. 
His going forth is as certain as the dawn; 
And He will come to us like the rain, 
Like the spring rain watering the earth. 

 

 Hosea 6:3 is a verse that should give us great encouragement and a prodding to press onward. 
Upon reflecting on Israel’s rebellion and disobedience towards God, Hosea urges them to seek to know 
God. Knowing God doesn’t mean just being able to answer all the questions in Sunday School. The 
knowledge being referred to is a practical one, one that leads to behavior change. 
 

 No one that I know of has ever sought to know their significant other so that they could win a 
trivia game. One learns favorite flowers, colors, food, etc. so that they can act on that knowledge by 
buying their favorite flowers or going to their favorite restaurant. One learns what pet peeves their sig-
nificant other has so that, hopefully, they do not do them. 
 

 Hosea is saying that it should be the same way as we seek to know the LORD. True, we learn facts 
about what God likes and dislikes, but it should never stay in the theoretical. That knowledge should 
affect how we live. 
 

 The last sentence of that passage has to be one of the most encouraging things in the Bible. Ho-
sea assures his audience that as they seek to know God, He will make Himself known to them. My para-
phrase of what Hosea said is, “It’s as sure as April showers.” 
 

 Jesus said, “This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ 
whom You have sent” (John 17:3). This April, I encourage you to remember that the reason we read the 
Bible, pray, worship with the church, etc. is not just so we know the facts but so that we would truly 
know Him, our Lord and Savior. 

 
 Would you like to make an eternal difference in the lives of the 
next generation? Volunteering for VBS gives you that opportunity no 
matter what way you serve. Fill out a registration form today to serve 
with us June 14-19th. 
 

 
 
There is one more reserved spot 
for our CentriKid trip, June 22-26th at Eagle Eyrie. If you have a 
child or friend who is in 2-6th grade and is interested in attending, 
please let me know as soon as possible. CentriKid is gospel-
centered, high-energy week that students won’t want to miss! 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Dylan                                                     

Student Ministry Update 


