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Ryan’s Reflections

The Italians have a legend about a woman named Befana who lived along the dusty road that led to Bethlehem.

She was her village’s best housekeeper. Meticulous. Which was no small task with all that dust. Late one night
there was a knock at the door, and she opened it to find three kings in search of the baby born to be King of the
Jews, the Prince of Peace. Frankly, what she also saw was all the dust that blew in and the dirt on their boots
and clothes.

They asked to rest awhile and invited her to join them on their journey. And she said she’d love to do that, but
she had to get the house back in order after they left, and there was a load of laundry to be done. “Let me finish
up,” she said, “then I'll be right behind you.” And they told her all she had to do was follow the star.

She worked all night and finally, near dawn, she put on her heavy cloak. She took a little straw doll she wanted
to give to the baby and left her house—spic and span. But the sky had clouded over, and she couldn’t see the
star. It began to rain, and her little doll was ruined. Finally, she gave up and went home. “I’'m a foolish old
woman,” she said to herself. “I missed my chance to worship the newborn Prince of Peace. Perhaps | will find
him someday.”

So, the legend is that each year she sets out with a bag of toys, leaving some at every house where there is a
child, in hopes one of them might be the Child she missed.

Now | may not know much about the legend of Befana, but | do know some other folks who might be just as
guilty—guilty of being too busy for Christmas. They get so caught up in all the other things, all the “to-do” lists,
all the places to be and things to buy and people to see—that they miss the real meaning of Christmas: Jesus.

Let’s make sure that we stay focused on what really matters this ‘*—
Christmas, and share His love, His hope, His peace and His joy with
all those we encounter this season. Smile more, help often, pray
frequently, and invite others to join you as we celebrate the birth of
our Savior. Let’s not miss our chance to worship the Prince of Peace!

Thankful to be working and worshiping alongside you this Christmas,

Pastor Ryowv
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AJIREBIR Masicl fov Kas Shermont’s KidZ PraiZe CHOIR will present “The Colors of Christmas”
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on Sunday morning December 8" 11:00 am.

Stephanie Ellis and Tara Stoval have been working hard with these
children and they are so excited. Come expecting a blessing!

Our ADULT CHOIR will present “No Other King” on Thursday night December 12" 6:30 pm. Thisisa
great time to invite your co-workers, friends, family and neighbors to join us as we worship the King of
kings! We will also present “No Other King” on Sunday morning December 15" at 10:30 am.

"No Other King"
No other King would kneel to wash my feet
Prepare a table for His enemies
Lay down His glory for the least of these
No other King would touch a leper's skin
Open His arms to let the outcast in
Respond with mercy in the face of sin

Jesus, no one is like You
Jesus, no one beside You
Of this | am convinced
No greater love exists
Forever all my hope is in no other King

No other King would stand the mockery

Be led to slaughter and refuse to speak
Take up a cross and choose to die with thieves
Singing for JESUS, Take up a cross and give His life for me

Ell@ﬂ/ Jesus, no one is like You

Jesus, no one beside You
Of this | am convinced
No greater love exists
Forever all my hope is in no other King




December Birthdays

Dec 1 Suzanne Carlton Dec 21 Nancy Dalton

Dec 2 Channing Warren, Cody Winebrenner Dec 22 Jensen Ford

Dec 4 Bobby Pleasant, Cassidy Stambaugh Dec 23 Gray Lynch

Dec 6 Beth Cassell Dec 24 Kendall Moore

Dec 9 Mary Hankins, Kathy McDaniel Dec 26 BobbyJones, Makenzie Rouse
Dec 10 Ron Gammon Natalie Rouse, Kiley Sheets
Dec 14 Jackie Pleasant Dec 27 Susie Scott

Dec 16 Mary Crider, Mary Lee White Dec 28 Nelda Harris, Shirley Riddle
Dec 17 Nancy Cassada, David Collins Dec 29 Aaron Presley

Dec 19 EzraRiley, Denise Smart Dec 30 Lily Harper

Dec 20 Emma Moore Dec 31 Butch McDaniel

Happy Birthday to-AW !

You've Got Mail!

The Shermont Stitchers will be doing our Christmas Mailboxes again this
year. Please have your Christmas Cards in by December 15th!

Library Spotlight—Patsy Poteat

Even though December is a busy month, | hope you will make some time to relax and read. Look for
great selections in the Shermont Church library.

Roseanna White has a new trilogy which might interest you. We have The Nature of a Lady, To
Treasure an Heiress, and Worthy of Legend. They are all full of adventure.

Teens might like Adventures in Darkness. |t is the story of a blind teen and his adventures. It is
written by Tom Sullivan, and he tells his own story.

Families should check out A Simple Christmas by Mike Huckabee. It includes twelve stories that
celebrate the true holiday spirit.

Children will like What Happens When I Talk to God, which is a book or prayers.

Patyy Poteat




November’s Highlight:

Your incredible support has made a significant difference in the success of Operation Christmas Child.
From packing individual shoeboxes with your family to assisting at the Pittsylvania Baptist Association and
the Charlotte distribution center, your involvement has been instrumental. We are proud of what we
have achieved together, and your prayers not only for these boxes but also for the recipients, bring hope
and joy.

Thank you for your continued support of the AGAPE ministry. Your generosity, especially the love offering
received at our Thanksgiving service, has allowed us to provide Hershey bars for the AGAPE bags. Please
remember, your prayers are not just a formality, but a vital part of this ministry as it reaches the incarcer-
ated. A simple Hershey bar and witnessing could indeed make a life-changing difference, and your prayers
are a significant part of this transformative process, inspiring hope and change.

December’s Focus:

Lottie Moon Christmas Offering!

Join the Great Pursuit and make Jesus Known among nations.

Your gift supports missionary presence and gospel transformation around the world.
100% of the money given goes directly to International missions.

December 1-8, 2024: Southern Baptists observe a Week of Prayer for International Missions each year for
the annual Lottie Moon Christmas offering. Will you join your heart with others to pray for missionaries
around the world who are faithfully sharing the gospel?

This year, the national goal for Lottie Moon Christmas Offering is $205 million. This may seem like a large
amount, but when we all come together, each contributing what we can, we can make a significant impact
on our international missions.

SHERMONT’S GOAL THIS YEAR IS $10,000.00. Let us pray for this offering and all our missionaries. We
are deeply grateful for your continued prayers for our church family serving in Africa: Ross, Erin, Macey,
Ezra, Jude, and Hazel Riley. Your prayers are a source of strength and comfort for them. Ross was called
to be a missionary and obeyed God’s calling. Let’s pray for their health and safety while reaching those

who need them.

Verses to Read: The Lord gave us the GREAT COMMISSION (Matthew 28:18-20), and He showed us His
vision of the GREAT MULTITUDE (Revelation 7:9). Between these, God invites us to THE GREAT PURSUIT
(Acts 1:8).

Love In Christ,

Amanda Crewy



From the Chairman’s Desk

The Christmas season is one filled with color, bright lights, evergreen trees, carols, ornaments,
gifts, etc. We all seem to have that “Christmas cheer” as we celebrate Christmas in the present and
recall fond memories of Christmases past. Probably one of my favorite memories as a child and
teenager is candlelight communion at Shermont. | remember a dimly lit church where the minister at
the time (Rev. Bill Soyars) would recite the Christmas story, reading it from a small podium at the front
of the church. He would read the story of the Bread of Life being born in a bakery (“Bethlehem”
literally translated means “House of Bread”). The familiar images come to mind of the star providing
guidance to both the shepherds and the Wise Men. | recall thinking about Christ being wrapped tight
in swaddling clothes and placed in a small trough. Memories like these make Christmas a warm and
nostalgic time of year; nonetheless, the babe came so that the man could sacrifice Himself as
atonement for our sins. The Christmas story found in the Gospels, specifically the Gospel of Luke, is
littered with foreshadowing images of His death.

You will recall that upon His birth, Christ was wrapped in swaddling clothes and placed in a
manger. Many nativity sets will display these clothes as a blanket or large cloth wound tightly around
an infant. Though often portrayed in this way, Christ was likely wrapped in strips of cloth that were
known to shepherds. In celebration of Passover, an unblemished lamb was chosen by the shepherds
to be used as a sacrifice. Not only was Christ wrapped in sacrificial clothing, but He was also placed in
a manger. The manger is often shown as a wooden drinking trough, very much akin to a small wooden
bassinet. Though depicted in this way, mangers were sometimes dug out of the ground. | like to think
that Christ was placed in such a dug-out manger, symbolizing His eventual burial.

In thinking of Christ as a child, | cannot help
but think of my son, James. | am excited to see his
face this Christmas as he can appreciate some of
the sights, sounds, and tastes of Christmas.
Watching the world unfold through the eyes of a
child is truly amazing. Having James gives me a
greater understanding of God’s love for us, giving
His Son out of love. Through the birth of His Son,
God displayed one of the most miraculous
experiences in which we as human beings can
participate: the birth and raising up of a child.
Moreover, God would later use His Son for the
most miraculous occurrence to ever occur in His
creation: the redemption of the world. As Pastor
Doug Wilson writes, “God so loved, and so God
gave.” As we celebrate this season with gifts and
gatherings, let us remember that we give gifts to
recall the ultimate gift in God’s incarnation
through His Son.

Yours in Christ,

Colby Wawrrerv, Chairman



Student Ministry Update

Upcoming Events

Kid’s Christmas Party

December 7" from 6:00-8:00 pm kids will be
treated to an awesome Christmas party including
a “drive-in” movie night! Parents, bust out those
arts and crafts skills along with your child to make
a one-of-a-kind cardboard car for them to sit in as
they watch the movie (see the images for an idea).
Kids will also enjoy dinner, crafts, games, and -~
more. This is an event your kid won’t want to miss
as we have tons of fun and learn about the most
important birth to ever happen.

Youth Christmas Party

December 21° from 5:00-8:00 pm the youth will participate in a progressive dinner. Youth will begin
by meeting in the Fellowship Hall at the church and will visit host homes for appetizers, an entrée, and
desserts. At each host home will be various games/activities for the youth to compete in. A special
prize will go to the person wearing our favorite ugly, Christmas sweater. Everyone is encouraged to
bring a gift of S15 or less for a game of Dirty Santa. Invite your friends and join us as we celebrate the
incredible birth of our God and Savior!

Danville D-Now 2025
Next year’s D-Now will be the weekend of March 7-9". This is an awesome time of worshipping the
Lord and growing relationships with your peers.

Youth Summer Camp

Next year the youth attend Student Life Camp at Lee University in Cleveland, TN from June 9-13",

Our camp pastor will be Shaq Hardy and worship leaders will be Kyle and Lauren Smith. We have a
need for 1 male and 2 female leaders to join us for camp. If you are interested please let me know via
youth@shermont.org as soon as possible.

Serving Opportunities

Below you will find several dates and organizations the youth will have an opportunity to serve in the
near future. We don’t want to just be hearers of the Word, but doers of the Word. These are
opportunities to do just that by serving those in need. In order to best prepare, we ask that you would
register for each outreach at least a month in advance.
Habitat for Humanity - December 21

Valor Farms (NCHV) - January 18

God’s Pit Crew - February 17

Dylaw :'"Y Habitat

for Humanity®

Valor Farms (NCHV)




