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Ryan’s Reflections

Like many children, Billy didn’t like to study and would rather go outside and play ball after school rather than
do his homework. Unfortunately, that meant his grades suffered, and he even failed math. His parents tried
everything they could to get him to do better in math, but he continued to fail.

They got him a computer game that was supposed to make learning math fun. They hired someone to tutor
him, but nothing seemed to work. They didn’t know what to do. Finally, one of their friends suggested that
they try putting him into a private religious school. They thought about it and decided to give it a try.

They were shocked that afternoon when Billy came home and went straight to his room, closed the door, and
immediately started working on his math homework. His mother had to force him to come down for dinner,
and then after supper, he went right back up to his room and studied some more.

Several weeks later he brought his report card home and laid it on the kitchen table for his parents to see.
When his mother read it, she was amazed to see that he had gotten an "A" in math. She asked him about it.
She wanted to know what had made such a dramatic difference in his grade.

She asked him if it was the teachers, or the kind of books that they were using, but he just shook his head and
said "no." Then she looked him in the eye and said, “Would you please tell me why your math grade has im-

proved so dramatically?”

He said, “Well the first day | walked into math class | looked up on the wall, and saw a man nailed to a huge
plus sign, and | realized that they were serious about math and that | had to quit fooling around."

Billy got the point when he looked at Christ: life is serious, and we need to
quit fooling around! Our sin is no laughing matter; Jesus died to pay for it.
The least we can do is learn to avoid it.

As we begin year 19 together, | am so thankful that God has allowed us to
mature spiritually (as well as in age!) together, and | continue to pray that we
will be the witnesses He desires us to be, for His kingdom and for His glory.

Thankful to have served for 18 years alongside you,

Pastor Ryaw




Notes from Ellen
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~ PASTOR

APPRECIATION MONTH

Over the years | have worked with many different pastors. | was Administrative Assistant
at a Methodist church for over 30 years. During those years | worked under many
different pastors. Also, | was choir director and pianist at another church for over 30
years, and | sat under the preaching and leadership of many different pastors.

October is “Pastor Appreciation Month.” | have to say of all the pastors | have worked
for, or sat under, that Pastor Ryan Riley, in my opinion, is one of the best. Shermont is so
blessed to have such a caring, compassionate pastor. He goes above and beyond when
someone is in the hospital or loses a loved one. He preaches the word each Sunday. He
never fails to let his congregation know who Jesus is, and what Jesus desires of us, and
what we must do to have eternal life. Ryan is one who definitely practices what he
preaches. He is great to work with, and | thank God every day for him.

Thank you, Ryan, for your leadership, your discipleship, your compassion and love for
your members, and all those you come in contact with.

James and | appreciate you so much! Now, the “Dad” jokes ....nmmmm.... LOL!

lam ..... Singing for Jesus,

Elenw
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Christmas Dinner Theater Update

New Song Community Choir Christmas Dinner Theater is December 5,6 & 7.
The tables | reserved for Shermont on Sunday night are now full.

| still have tickets left for Friday night if anyone is interested.
Dinner, Christmas Music and Comedy “The Attitude of Gratitude” ... $25.00 ticket




October Birthdays

Oct 2 Roger Farr, Avery House Oct 16 Walter Bryant

Oct 3 Karen Stone Oct 17 David Dalton

Oct 4 Garrett Campbell Oct 18 Keith Motley

Oct 5 Dalton Curtis Oct 19 Kim Davis, Sandra Ruis

Oct 7 Sandra Farr Oct 21 Ellen Petty

Oct 8 Randy Yarbrough Oct 23 Hunt Harper, Trey Woodson

Oct 9 Tony Canody, Edwin Hughes Oct 24 Addison Motley

Oct 11 Helen Brown Oct 25 Morgan Curtis, Kelsey House

Oct 12 Cathy Davis, Patsy Poteat, Oct 27 Tammy Bowles, Travis Poteat
Luci Satterfield Oct 28 Dylan Martin

Oct 13 Joan Adkins, Vicki Green Oct 31 Winnie Cassada, Jim Lowe

Oct 15 Francine Walker

Happy Birthday to-AW !

Library Spotlight—Becky Boyd

Saffire by Sigmund Brouwer

This is a love story set within a historical mystery. After the French failed at the
attempt, President Teddy Roosevelt oversaw construction of the Panama Canal. He was
behind a revolution to free Panama from Columbia. He ordered disease and mosquito
control to prevent the ongoing deaths of thousands from yellow fever and malaria.
Whatever it took to overcome every obstacle to “let the dirt fly.”

For a secret special mission, he sends a trusted old friend from the Dakotas. James Holt
was a handsome, stubborn cowboy. In Panama he finds political intrigue, deceit, and
romance with a tropical beauty. A young, precocious jungle girl named Saffire leads
him into a dangerous mystery. His journey is filled with humor, action, and adventure.

Happy Reading!
Becky Boyd
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From the Chairman’s Desk

As | write this newsletter, the country is trying to heal from the tragic death of Charlie Kirk, a
well known conservative Christian political thinker. When | heard the news of Charlie’s passing, | was
in complete shock and could not help but place myself in his shoes as he was 31 years old at the time
of his murder. Charlie lost the ability to grow old with his wife, watch and guide his children as they
grow up, and just experience the daily blessings we all encounter each day. His life was taken simply
because someone disagreed with him.

| firmly believe that the young man who killed Charlie, by allowing his disdain for Charlie’s ideas
to grow and fester, made himself susceptible to those “powers and principalities” which Paul refer-
ences in Ephesians 6:12, when he writes, “For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against
principalities, against power, against the rulers of darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness
in high places.” As opposed to confronting Charlie on the debate floor, he chose to silence Charlie’s
voice and attempted to destroy the image of God that Charlie was displaying as he kindly and patiently
interacted with those who did not share conservative Christian views. In Galatians 2:22-23, Paul
writes, “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, and self-control. Against such things there is no law.” In viewing numerous debates and
talks by Kirk, | was able to see Kirk display these characteristics to the crowds around him as Kirk was
in no way silent about his faith in Christ.

These qualities are ones which God expects from those who are His followers. God expects
these qualities of us not as a means of “working our way into heaven” or obtaining our own salvation;
rather, God wants us to be set apart from the Fallen world. Michael Heiser, in his book Supernatural:
What the Bible Teaches about the Unseen World and Why it Matters, writes:

“God wants us to live intentionally—believes that his unseen hand and these invisible
agents loyal to him and us are engaged in our circumstances so that, together, God’s goal of a
global Eden moves unstoppably onward. Each of us is vital to someone’s path to the kingdom
and the defense of that kingdom. Each day affords us contact with people under the dominion
of darkness and opportunities to encourage each other in the hard task of fulfilling our purpose
in an imperfect world. Everything we do and say matters, though we may never know why or
how. But our job isn’t to see — it’s to do. Walking by faith isn’t passive — it’s purposeful.”

My challenge to us is that no matter the issue, whether we disagree with another believer or a
stranger, let us interact with that person or people with God’s purpose in mind. Let us seek to display
His image so that He may work through us for His gain. Let us not respond in such a way that the
“powers and principalities” are able to influence and sway our responses. In watching Charlie interact
with those voices that disagreed, he exercised Paul’s advice to Timothy in 2 Tim. 2:24, writing, “And
the servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach and patient.” Brothers
and sisters, live intentionally and show our Lord’s unseen hand to this fallen world.

Yours in Christ,

Colby Wawrerv, Chairman
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'\ OUTREACH

Wow! So hard to believe it’s a brand-new church year for Shermont. With that being said, it’s that

time of year many of our outreach/mission ministries begin.

As we all know Operation Christmas Child, a project of
Samaritan’s Purse, collects and delivers shoeboxes
filled with toys, school supplies, hygiene items, as well
as other surprises to children around the world.

The initiative aims to demonstrate God’s love in a
tangible way and has delivered millions of shoeboxes,
changing the lives of many children and families. Pray
the shoeboxes make it into the hands of children with
the necessities to help not only the child, but other
people in their family. The boxes demonstrate that
people around the world love them and are praying

for them. The children also have an opportunity to
participate in a twelve lesson follow-up discipleship
program, The Greatest Journey.

Shoe Box National Collection Week is Monday, November 17th—Monday, November 24th, 2025.

You will find the shoeboxes available on Sunday, October 5™ at each entrance of the church. Please
make sure to pick up your box! Pray over your box as you fill it. The boxes need to be returned by

Wednesday, November 19", You may return your boxes anytime at the entrances of the church.

The shoeboxes will leave our church on Sunday, November 23"

There may be an opportunity to go to Charlotte, NC to volunteer at the distribution center. We will
make an announcement as soon as this information is available.

Serving alongside you,
Amandao Crewy

“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works,
which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.”

Ephesians 2:10



Student Ministry Update

Fall is known for being a time of change. The weather is changing (good riddance heat), the leaves are
changing, and the coffee flavors are changing! | can’t help but think of the following verse:

Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old things passed away;
behold, new things have come. 2 Corinthians 5:17

The idea is that the “old man” or “former self” was driven by a heart that longed for sin, but we as
followers of Christ have been given a new heart that longs to love and obey the Lord. However, it is not
a passive or easy task. God commands us to put to death the flesh and its deeds (Romans 8:13). We
don’t want to give the flesh or spiritual enemies any foothold by allowing sin to remain in our lives.
There is a wonderful book called Respectable Sins by Jerry Bridges that identifies several sins we tend
to gloss over as well as the dangers of doing so. | want to challenge you, during this fall season full of
change, to prayerfully reflect on ways you can better live out your new creation identity. We aren’t
called to a life of perfection; we are called to a life of continued repentance (Matthew 2:8; Romans 2:4).
Enjoy the fall season and being a new creation in Christ Jesus!

Events

Trunk or Treat
Serve by praying! Pray for all our fall events that
relationships are built with the lost and the gospel
is proclaimed.

Serve by decorating your vehicle! Pick a theme
that is fun or meaningful to you, and decorate
your vehicle in that way. Bonus points if you don
matching attire. We ask that you also have some
candy to hand out.

Serve by donating candy! If you aren’t able to
host a vehicle, this is a great way you can still
contribute. This can bolster the efforts of our
vehicle volunteers.

Fall Festival

M fed/m[ ’7& Shermont, we need your help for Fall Festival!

Our hope for this event is to give you opportunities

NOV 8™ ™ to meet and build relationships with our community.
3:00-5:00pm ¥ For this to be a reality we will need some boots on
the ground.

Crafts. s’mores . Cake Walk
”ﬂatables Games . Giveaways

There are many ways you could use your God-given
skills and talents at Fall Festival. If you are willing to
serve, please see me or reach out via

In Christ,
youth@shermont.org.

Dylowv




