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Ryan’s Reflections

Recently | came across this testimony | wanted to share with you:

“One rainy afternoon | was driving along one of the main streets of town, taking those extra precau-
tions necessary when the roads are wet and slick. Suddenly, my son Matthew spoke up from his relaxed
position in the front seat. "Mom, I'm thinking of something."

This announcement usually meant he had been pondering some fact for a while and was now ready to
expound all that his seven-year-old mind had discovered. | was eager to hear. "What are you thinking?"
| asked.

"The rain," he began, "is like sin and the windshield wipers are like God, wiping our sins away."

After the chill bumps raced up my arms | was able to respond. "That's really good, Matthew." Then my
curiosity broke in. How far would this little boy take this revelation?

So, | asked... "Do you notice how the rain keeps on coming? What does that tell you?"

Matthew didn't hesitate one moment with his answer: "We keep on sinning, and God just keeps on
forgiving us."

Who can drive in the rain again without thinking of this?

Now | don’t know about you, but | have a new
appreciation for my windshield wipers and even
more for God’s forgiveness and grace. As we drive
through the storms of life, let’s allow His grace to
forgive us as we forgive those who sin against us.

We might just begin to see clearly as His forgiveness
washes away the stain of all our sins.

Thankful to be driving alongside you,

Pastor Ryawv




Notes from Ellen

YOU ARE INVITED TO JOIN US!!! 'WE WOULD LOVE TO HAVE YOU!!!

We are starting our Christmas Cantata practice and we NEED you!!! If you love the Lord, love music and can carry a tune we would love
to have you come join our choir!  You don’t have to have a solo voice. You don’t have to be able to read music. You don’t have to have
experience singing in a choir. You just have to be willing to sacrifice your time for practice, be willing to laugh a lot, enjoy Christian fel-
lowship, and help us join together to bring God the glory He so deserves!!!

We will have choir practice on Thursday Nights 6:00 — 7:30 pm

Kidz Praize

Practice begins on Sunday September 7™ 9:30 am

All children ages Pre-K — 6™ grade

Come join us in the Children’s Church Room on the second floor!

lam ..... Singing for Jesus,

Elen




September Birthdays

Sept 1 Alma Gammon, Jon Hankins Sept 18 Lori Beth Dalton

Sept 4 Judy Dalton Sept 19 Ann Powell

Sept 6 Dennis Wingfield Sept 20 Shirley Dallas

Sept 8 Denise Robertson Sept 21 Mike Hutson

Sept 9 Del Dalton Sept 22 Saige Stambaugh

Sept 11 Karen Canody, Stacie Pritchett Sept 23 Jennifer Bailey

Sept 14 Bobby Bengtson, Kristen Dwyer, Sept 27 Cecelia Dowdy, Dian Newton
Evan McBride Sept 28 Jodi Kapornyai

Sept 15 Lisa Baynes, Renée Sheets Sept 30 Sandra Gammon

Happy Birthday to-AW !

Library Spotlight—Shirley Dallas

There were three books donated to our library last year that | highly recommend reading. The
author is Ann Moore, and she wrote these books in 2001.

The first book is entitled Gracelin O’Malley. She is a fifteen year old girl forced to marry an English
landlord in order for her family to survive. Written about a time when Ireland was at war with its
own people, and the people were starving. She stands against her landlord husband; she feeds, and
even harbors, Irish rebels for which she pays a high price. Despite her husband’s cruelty, Gracelin’s
spirit is not broken. Her courage, as disaster threatens those she loves, is most extraordinary.

The second book is entitled Leaving Ireland. This is the story of how Gracelin escapes her brutal
husband and starts a new life in America. This was at a time when everyone who lived in Ireland,
and could get away, were leaving; many were coming to America. Gracelin takes jobs that no one
else would do. She and her children survive living in the squalor of tenant housing, where even
basic essentials of living were absent. In the midst of this life she finds the courage to take a stand
against the corruption and injustices all around her.

The third book is entitled “Til Morning Light. Gracelin crossed the ocean to escape pain and
suffering, but pain and suffering followed her. Now she travels the plains of America with her young
children to accept a sea captain’s proposal of marriage. When she arrives he is not there. Once
again, Gracelin is forced to fend for herself among immigrant gangs, disillusioned soldiers,
professional gamblers, and ruthless opportunists. Eventually her past catches up with her, thus
setting in motion a series of events that effects the future of everyone she has fought for.

It has been said that everyone is Irish on St. Patrick’s Day. Reading these books will make you see
first hand the struggles our forefathers endured to be free of the oppression of government.

=

Shirley Dallas g




From the Chairman’s Desk

Dr. Jordan Peterson, Canadian philosopher and psychologist, is often asked by interviewers
whether he believes in God or not. Afterall, Peterson’s most recent book is entitled We Who Wrestle
with God. He routinely references Biblical stories during his sold-out lectures; in fact, | was able to
attend one of his lectures during which he discussed the notion of Christ being raised up on the cross
as the brass serpent was raised by Moses in the desert. Each time that Peterson is asked this question,
he answers it with the same phrase, “I try to live as though God exists.” At first glance, one would
think that Peterson does not believe in God; however, his response is one of much thought and carries
a quite profound truth within it. You see for Peterson, for one to believe in something, one’s life is to
be lived in such a way that his or her belief is obvious to others. Moreover, for Peterson, one should be
willing to give his or her life for the belief. Peterson will often ask the interviewer what he or she
means by “believe” because if he simply says “yes”, such a response does not mean he necessarily
truly believes.

Each time | see an interview with Peterson in which this question is asked, | cannot help but
recall the Apostle Paul writing to the Galatians. In Chapter 5, he writes, “You, my brothers and sisters,
were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the flesh; rather, serve one another
humbly in love. For the entire law is fulfilled in keeping this one command: ‘Love your neighbor as
yourself.” If you bite and devour each other, watch out or you will be destroyed by each other.” He
goes on to write, “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faith-
fulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. Those who belong to Christ
Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.” Paul, like Peterson, confirms that believers
will exhibit different qualities from those of the “flesh”; our behavior and actions dictate what we truly
believe. Our belief should be such that our entire lives, every aspect, is transformed. We should filter
each and every occurrence and interaction through the lens of our faith. Furthermore, if we follow our
Lord, we will produce this fruit as the Holy Spirit will spring up within us for others to see. The fruit will
be fruit that others will notice is different and enticing; and hopefully, they will want to partake and
share in Christ’s goodness.

| want to challenge each of us to keep in mind the words of Paul. If we do not, it does not mean
that we will not produce fruit; however, we will produce a different kind. We will produce the fruit of
the Arara (heath) tree mentioned in Jeremiah 17: “Thus saith the Lord; Cursed be the man that
trusteth in man, and maketh flesh his arm, and whose heart departeth from the Lord. For he shall be
like the heath in the desert and shall not see when good cometh; but shall inhabit the parched places
in the wilderness, in a salt land and not inhabited.” This tree produces what appears to be luscious,
juicy fruit; however, the inside of the fruit is dry, dusty and poisonous. As Paul David Tripp wrote, “We
forget that God's primary goal is not changing our situations or relationships so that we can be happy
but changing us through our situations and relationships so that we will be holy.”

Yours in Christ,

Colby Wawrerv, Chairman
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On September 6th, Shermont will be volunteering at Moffett Memorial Baptist Church;
participating in their Saturday feeding program serving the hungry in our local area.

Thank you, Donna Hutson, for organizing this mission outreach and making this a
successful service. We also want to thank all those who volunteered, as your service is
deeply appreciated.

Missions/outreach has had numerous opportunities to reach out to our community and
beyond during our 2024-2025 church year. We are called as a church to be on mission
for God and to be Christian examples, wherever we are.

As we prepare to begin the new church year next month, let's be in prayer for one
another and for the opportunity to share God’s love with others together.

Always remember the mission team is open to any new ideas or suggestions for the
coming year.

Serving alongside you,

Amonda Crews

“Do not lose hope in times of trouble, for God is working in the unseen.
His hand is steady, and His timing is perfect in bringing good out of difficulty.”

Isaiah 43:19



Student Ministry Update

On April 15, 1912, the chief steward of the great ship Prinz Adalbert snapped a photograph of an
unimpressive iceberg. Compared to most, it was small and didn’t even come up to the bridge of the
ship. Nor did it make a great photograph, because it was a “blackberg,” meaning that it looked clear
rather than white due to continuous melting. Though it had on it a telltale smear of red paint along its
base, indicating that it had collided with a ship in the previous twelve hours, the steward knew of no
collision reports. However, earlier that morning, the RMS Titanic had settled under the ocean surface
just a few miles to the north, taking with it over 1500 lives. (Revive Our Hearts article by Dannah Gresh)

Our lives are like ships on an ocean with icebergs of sin, apathy, and lies seeking to make a wreck
of our faith. We cannot afford to treat these “unimpressive icebergs” lightly for they may make a wreck
our of lives. Paul, in Galatians 5:9, says: A little leaven leavens the whole lump of dough. When we allow
sin a foothold in our lives or when we begin to make decisions based on our culture, tradition, or
feelings—instead of the Bible—we charge headlong towards these icebergs. We must deal ruthlessly
with these areas of our lives, just as Jesus commanded us to crucify the flesh daily (Matt. 16:24).

Youth Bible Study: Acts

This fall we begin our Youth Bible Study through
the book of Acts. It is a book rich with the gospel, church
doctrine, and application for our lives today. We will
cover roughly one chapter a week with periodic breaks
in our study of Acts to do two-week topical studies.
We meet in the youth room at 6:30pm on Wednesdays.

KidZ PraiZe

The summer hiatus is over and KidZ PraiZe will be starting back on Sunday, September 7 in the
Shermont kids room at 9:30am! This is for kids PreK-6th grade. Those interested should see Stephanie
Ellis to receive regular updates about upcoming events and songs.
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\) — See You at the Pole Rally

/ O IJ Like last year, churches across Danville will meet
together for a See You at the Pole Rally on Sunday evening,
September 14. This rally is an opportunity for youth to
worship, pray, and plan for See You at the Pole
(Wednesday, September 24). Location and time are still

being finalized so keep an eye out for updates.

SEPTEMBER 14

In Christ,

Dyloawv



