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I recently heard a great illustration of the value of perspective, the importance of being willing to 

change how we look at things, and what a difference that change can make! Here it is: 
 

A factory worker was leaving at the end of the day, pushing his wheelbarrow out with a small box 

inside when the guard stopped him and asked what was in the box. The worker said it was 

sawdust. The guard looked puzzled; the man explained that at the end of the day, the sawdust on 

the floor is swept up and thrown away. He needed some sawdust, so he was taking it home.  
 

The guard made him open the box, and sure enough, it was full of sawdust. The guard was satisfied 

and told him to go home. The next day, same guard, same man, same scenario, same conversation. 

Again, the guard opened the box, found sawdust, and let the man go. This went on every day for 

the whole week, repeatedly. 
 

Finally, the guard said, “Look. I know you’re stealing something. Just tell me what it is, and I 

promise I won’t report you.” The worker said, “Alright. I’m stealing wheelbarrows.”  
 

Sometimes we can get so preoccupied with the little things that we miss the big picture! It 

certainly happened to that guard, and it can just as easily happen to us. We let something little 

distract us from what should be occupying our attention. 
 

We get so focused on what a person looks like, or wears, or does, that we miss the opportunity 

God is giving us to share His love, or His Word, or His Son with someone. If we change the way we 

look at things, the things we look at will change. It’s a matter of perspective! 
 

As 1 Samuel 16:7 reminds us, The Lord does not see as man sees; for man looks at the outward 

appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.  
 

I’m not suggesting that people around us are stealing wheelbarrows;                                                 

but they may be passing us by needing Jesus in their hearts.                                                               

Let’s stop looking at the small box of sawdust and point them to                                                          

the Master Carpenter who can change their life, their perspective,                                                     

and their eternity. 

 

Thankful to see the big picture alongside you, 
 

Pastor Ryan 

 

 

Ryan’s Reflections 

  

 

 

http://www.shermont.org/


 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Notes from Ellen 

  

 
YOU ARE INVITED…… 

If you love the Lord and can carry a tune, then we invite you to JOIN our choir for the Christmas 

season as we prepare a beautiful message in song  “Welcome Jesus, our Redeemer”.   

Our Christmas kick-off is Thursday, September 3rd at 5:30 pm in the fellowship hall where we will 

have a dinner consisting of delicious chicken salad, ham & cheese, and BBQ  from O’Kelly’s and 

pasta salad, potato salad and raw veggies with dip, chips & dip and fruit.   Some of our ladies are 

bringing desserts and they are always yummy!    

After our meal we will meet in the choir room where you will receive the Christmas Books.   As we 

listen to the music we will draw door prizes after each song.  Come join us!  We have a great time. 

All I ask is that you let me know you are coming so I can have enough food and have a book and 

CD for you.   Come join us and help us celebrate and WELCOME JESUS, OUR REDEEMER!   

Singing for Jesus, 

Ellen  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sept 1 Alma Gammon, Jon Hankins  Sept 18 Lori Beth Dalton 

Sept 4 Judy Dalton  Sept 19 Ann Powell 

Sept 6 Dennis Wingfield  Sept 20 Shirley Dallas 

Sept 8 Denise Robertson  Sept 21 Mike Hutson 

Sept 9 Del Dalton  Sept 23 Jen Bailey 

Sept 11 Karen Canody, Stacie Pritchett  Sept 27 Cecelia Dowdy, Dian Newton 

Sept 14 Bobby Bengtson, Kristen Dwyer, 

Evan McBride 

 Sept 

 

28 

 

Jodi Kapornyai 

 

Sept 15 Lisa Baynes, Reneé Sheets  Sept 30 Sandra Gammon 
 

Happy Birthday to All! 

 

 

 

Romance, mystery and intrigue abound with park rangers assigned to Natchez Trace, which 

is located in Mississippi.  Lots of red herrings in these novels, especially in Obsession, which 

is number two of Patricia Bradley’s Natchez Trace Series.   

 

Emma Winters is a ranger and historian with a secret admirer who is determined to have her 

at all costs.  She is forced to work with her ex-fiancé after attacks had been made on her life.  

They need to figure out who is trying to put a stop to her work on mapping historic quarters 

and the adjoining cemetery. 

 

Pick up all four books in the series and see if you can figure out WHODUNIT.  Our Library is 

well stocked with books for all ages.  Come and check it out!  If you would like to learn more 

about Patricia Bradley, and her books, visit www.ptbradley.com. 
 

 

Happy Reading! 

 

Carol McDowell 

 

 

Library Spotlight – Carol McDowell 

September Birthdays 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the Chairman’s Desk 

I was recently listening to a pastor from Charlotte, North Carolina who is known for delivering powerful, gut 

punching sermons. During his message, he told his congregation that he’d been asked by a member to present his 

sermon in a less confrontational and boisterous manner. The pastor’s response to the member was an illustration; he 

asked if children are trapped in a house which is on fire and about to be consumed, do you ease the door open, run in, 

and politely tell the children they are about to burn up in the home or do you kick the door in and scream fervently for 

them to get out? This illustration was one of the most powerful I’ve heard in quite some time. I thought about my own 

children and how I would absolutely search the house over, screaming, getting burned myself to get them out just to 

ensure that they could live.   

 In the coming months, our church will likely be working towards finding a youth/associate pastor. We face the 

challenge of ensuring that whoever fills that role is the person that can assist us in preparing our children to escape 

the “house fire” and bring other children out with them. Today, more than ever, our youth and kids face challenges 

with their faith and prioritizing worship. In an article shared with me by a fellow believer, Zach Cochran, Vice President 

for Operations of The Gospel Coalition, said, “From 1990 to 2010, you could snap your fingers and get 100 students 

together. These prescreen teens—who often went to the same school, could drive, and had spending money from 

summer jobs—were eager to get out of the house and be together. Youth sports hadn’t grown to swallow all evenings 

and weekends. And parents in a mostly Christian America were thrilled their kids were hanging out with Christian 

friends.” Despite the growth in numbers within youth programs during this time, Pastor Adam Griffin identified the 

problem, saying, “We were not preparing kids to swim upstream in a culture that was going to hate them for following 

Jesus.”  

 In our current cultural climate, we have a responsibility to ensure that we each play a part in preparing our 

children, helping them mature and grow spiritually while encouraging them to be strong in their faith. Though 

discipleship starts at home and is the responsibility of parents, the church body must serve to reinforce the Gospel 

and assist Christian parents in discipleship. This idea is especially reinforced by Christ in his selection of disciples. Per 

Jewish tradition, disciples of a rabbi were chosen around the ages of 13 to 15, meaning it is likely that many of the 

disciples were teenagers, except for Peter. Certainly, this Jewish custom tells us how important this age group is! 

Moreover, Christ, in the Great Commission, tells us to go and make disciples of all nations. To quote C.S. Lewis, 

“Children are not a distraction from more important work. They are the most important work. In the end, the legacy 

that matters won’t be what you built in the world. It will be who you raised and whether they felt safe, seen and loved 

in your presence.” Let this body known as Shermont ensure that we place the focus on where it should be: the 

spiritual life of our church’s children and youth. We want our children to have fun and excitement in their lives; we 

want to have an individual that brings forth those tenants as fellowship is deeply important. However, it is also our 

responsibility first and foremost that we select a shepherd that wants to run into the house fire…after all, what you 

win them with, you will win them to, right?  

Yours in Christ, 

Colby Warren , Chairman 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Missions 

Student Ministry Update 

Wow, August passed by quickly, and here we are in September! I’ve always heard time flies 
when you're having fun and accomplishing things. 
 

Mission / Outreach is always looking for more ways to reach our community, help, and share 
God's love. If you have suggestions or ideas, please let me know, and we will research them and 
find a way to get involved.  
 

On Saturday, September 12th, we will be helping with the Feed the Hungry program at 
Moffett Memorial Baptist Church. So you know what this means: we need your help. Below 
are the areas where we need you! 
 

1. Friday night, September 11th, at 6:00 pm, we need at least 10 people to help prepare 
the food for Saturday, September 12th. We will meet in the Fellowship Hall of Shermont 
Baptist Church. Please let us know if you can join us!  

 
2. We also need 20 people to bake a cake and bring it to church on Friday, September 11th, 

2026; volunteers will cut the cakes and place the slices in containers for distribution. 
Please drop off your cakes in the fellowship hall between 6:00 PM and 6:30 PM. If you 
are unable to drop off your cake, please let me know, and I will arrange to pick it up. 

 
3. On Saturday, September 12th, 2026, we will meet at Moffett Memorial Baptist Church 

Fellowship Hall at 9:00 AM to assemble the food in preparation for distribution. Please let 
us know if you can join us! 

 
4. We will distribute the food at Moffett between 10:45 AM and 12:00 PM. 

 
IF YOU can HELP, your support is truly appreciated. Please volunteer a few hours of your 
time to help with Mission /Outreach! Contact Amanda Crews (434-548-1976) or Donna 
Hutson (434-251-3452)  as soon as possible to join this meaningful effort. 
 

Looking ahead to October,  
● We will be gearing up for Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes! 
● We also have the opportunity to serve the Chatham High School football team on Friday, 

October 2nd, 2026. 
 

Serving alongside you, 

Amanda Crews 

 “Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing.” 

1 Thessalonians 5:11 

 



 
Weekly Opportunities: 

 

Sunday School starts around 9:45 with classes for every age: 
 

   3 & 4 year olds:   Amanda Crews 

   K - 3rd grade:    Sandra Farr & Charlene Presley 

   4th & 5th grade:   Jodi Kapornyai & Holly Hutcherson 

   6th - 12th grade:   Mandy Riley 
 

KidZ PraiZe meets every Sunday morning from 9:30 – 10:00, led by Stephanie Ellis 
 

Wednesday night Bible study groups meet from 6:30 – 7:15 
 

Children (up to 5th grade) are led by Amanda Crews & Charlene Presley 

Youth (grades 6 – 12) are led by Stephanie Ellis & Holly Hutcherson 
 

Upcoming Special Events: 
 

Fall for Jesus Festival Saturday, Nov. 7th at Shermont  3 – 6pm 
  

 

 

 

 

Judgement House  Sunday, Oct. 18th  6 – 10pm 
      

  

 

 

 

 

 

Reverb   Friday, Nov. 13th – Saturday, Nov. 14th  6pm – 6am 
 

 

Student Ministry Update 

Come enjoy inflatables, games, prizes, music, food, & a bonfire! 

Bring your friends & neighbors to celebrate our Savior, His love, and 

our gratitude for His sacrifice. Many volunteers are needed, so be 

ready to help serve our God and our community Nov. 7th! 

 
 

 

This event is for youth (grades 6-12) and involves a walk-through 

evangelistic drama portraying everyday life choices and the eternal 

consequences of them, leading to a Gospel presentation. Tickets are 

required and time slots fill up quickly. If your student is interested in 

attending, please let Pastor Ryan or Lori Beth Dalton know ASAP. 

 

This all-night event is for youth (grades 6 – 12) at the Berglund 

Center in Roanoke. It includes a hockey game, rally, Gospel 

message, prizes, pizza, and more. Additional activities may 

include trampolines, skating, laser tag, inflatables, bowling, & 

more! Tickets are required, and the deadline to sign up is Wed. 

Oct. 14th. If your student is interested in attending, please let 

Pastor Ryan or Lori Beth Dalton know before then! 

 

 


