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Ryan’s Reflections

The story is told of two brothers: one of them would carry a letter to the grave that could have set the record
straight, but we’ll get to that. There was a man whose name was Edwin Thomas, a master of the stage. During
the latter half of the 1800’s, this small man with a huge voice had few rivals. Debuting in Richard Ill at the age
of fifteen, he found unrivalled success with his abilities to act out the great dramas of Shakespeare. In New
York City, for 100 consecutive nights he performed Hamlet and was even beloved by British critics in London.

Edwin was quite acquainted with difficulties in life; he had two brothers, John and Junius. They too were actors,
although they weren’t as popular. In 1863, the three brothers performed together in Julius Caesar. The fact
that Edwin’s brother took the role of Brutus was almost an eerie foreshadowing of what was to occur in just
two years. One little decision would not only affect the brothers but an entire nation.

This same John who played the assassin in Julius Caesar is the same John who would play the role of assassin in
Ford’s Theatre. On a dark April night in 1865 with the Civil War pulling at the hearts and soldiers of a divided
nation, John walked into the theater and fired a bullet at the head of Abraham Lincoln. See, the last name of
the brothers was Booth — Edwin Thomas Booth and John Wilkes Booth.

That night would mark Edwin forever. He would never be the same again. The shame from his brother’s crime
drove him into retirement. He might have never returned to the stage had it not been for a twist of fate at a
New Jersey train station. Edwin was awaiting his coach when a well-dressed young man, pressed by the crowd,
lost his footing and fell between the platform and the moving train. Without hesitation, Edwin locked a leg
around the railing, grabbed the young man, and pulled him to safety. The young man recognized the famous
Edwin Booth.

Edwin, however, did not recognize the young man whom he had rescued. That knowledge would come to him
a few weeks later in a letter, a letter that he would carry in his pocket to his grave. A letter from Gen. Adams
Budeau, chief secretary to Gen. Ulysess S. Grant. A letter thanking Edwin Booth for saving the life of the child of
an American hero, Abraham Lincoln. How ironic that while one brother killed the president, the other brother
saved the president’s son. The boy that was yanked to safety was none other than Robert Todd Lincoln.

The point of this little history lesson is simply to remind us all that regardless of our circumstances, God has a
plan for our lives and desires to use us for His glory. We just have to be willing and obedient. You never know
how He might have you in the right place at the right time to make an eternal difference in someone else’s life,
while also encouraging you!

Thankful to be serving Him alongside you,

Pastor Ryawv




Notes from Ellen

Our Pastor, Ryan, is always sharing crazy “dad” jokes with us on Wednesday nights. Some are
funny and some | just shake my head and wonder where in the world he gets these things.

Well, | decided to do some “music” jokes for the month of August. They are just as crazy as his...
some are funny and some ....well, you may be shaking your head too.

Why did the chorus hire the baseball player?
Because he had perfect pitch.

Why did the drummer complain about his salad?
It didn’t have any beats.

What’s a cowboy’s favorite place to listen to music?
The O.K. Chorale.

What is the most musical part of a snake?
The scales.

Why do bagpipe players walk while they play?
To get away from the noise.

What’s the difference between a piano and a tuna?
You can tune a piano, but you can’t piano a tuna.

Why was the musician fired?
The conductor found him too high-flute-in.

Why was music coming from the printer?
The paper was jamming.

Why did the girl note break up with the boy note?
He was too sharp with her.

What is a golf club’s favorite type of music?
Swing.

| will be handing out Christmas music by the end of August. If you are interested in singing with us this year
please let me know and I'll be glad to get extra music ready for you. We love it when people step out of their

comfort zone and say “hey | would like to sing with you all”. So come join us!
Help us bring God the glory He so deserves!

Elen

..... Singing for Jesus,




August Birthdays

Aug 1 Barbara Haymore, Bob Warren Aug 18 James Warren

Aug 3 Kendall McBride Aug 22 Martha DeBoe

Aug 5 Debra Barber Aug 23 Peyton Saunders

Aug 6 Macey Riley, Shelva Wilcox Aug 26 Mathew Hankins

Aug 9 Billie Jo Ellis Aug 30 Donna Agee, Mike Armstrong,
Aug 11 Ava Presley Billy Hankins, Donna Hutcherson,
Aug 14 Adam House Taylor Wingfield

Aug 17 Cheryl Brumfield

Happy Birthday to-AW !

Library Spotlight—Linda Godfrey

Summer is here and we all think of beach or lake time during the summer months.
A great way to enjoy the summer is reading a great book about the beach to get you in
that beach mood. This best selling author loves the beach and writes a lot of
entertaining beach books.

A Novel Proposal—Denise Hunter

This book is a romance/mystery story about a young girl who dreamed of being a
novelist. She had been writing Westerns which she loved to write. But her books were
not selling and her publisher told her to write a romance novel. So, she rents a place at
the beach for the summer to write her book. At first, she could not write but then she
became friends with the guy next door and guess what happens. She is constantly
writing a romance but it happens to be her own love story. It gets very interesting
when the guy finds out. Also, there is a lot of mystery in this book which makes it more
exciting. A definite read for anyone who loves mystery and love stories. You will not be
able to lay this book down until you finish reading it!

Happy Reading!

Lindov Godfrey




From the Chairman’s Desk

As most of you know, | am a practicing attorney in the southside region. I've been practicing for
approximately ten years. During my career, I've represented clients charged with various types of
crimes and law violations, ranging from murder to reckless driving. Thus far in my career, I’ve been
exposed to most scenarios of our criminal justice system. In assisting each client charged with violating
our laws, undoubtedly, each client will at some point state that he or she has never done such a thing
or participated in such an activity; in fact, a client will typically say something to the effect of “Just look
at my record! I've had no issues!” Once | hear this statement, | have to immediately inform my client
that our evidentiary system does not allow evidence of prior acts or lack thereof to be admitted into
evidence for “proof that a defendant acted in accordance with his or her prior good or bad acts.” This
evidence is known as “character evidence.” In essence, our system tells us that a defendant is to be
judged based on what occurred within that exact moment in time.

In thinking about the limited view with which our judicial system takes of a defendant, | cannot
help but think about our actions as believers. As we attend church and interact with others around us,
we typically “put on our best behavior” for one another. We want to ensure that we show others in
the congregation that we are believers. However, what about when we leave our time together? What
about the time when the world sees us outside of the walls of the church? What does the world see in
those moments? Afterall, the “mission field” outside our walls is not aware that we attend a church
UNLESS we display Christ to those around us. The Apostle John writes, “Whoever says he abides in him
ought to walk in the same way in which he walked.” (1 John 2:6). Moreover, Paul writes, “Therefore be
imitators of God, as beloved children. And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a
fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.” (Eph. 5:1-2).

Like our judicial system, the world will only “judge” you in the moment during which it sees you.
Therefore, we should always be vigilant and aware to ensure that our actions match our words. Theo-
logian and minister J.C. Ryle said, “ The parent who tries to train without setting a good example is
building with one hand, and pulling down with the other.” Even when we are doing what we know to
be Christ-like, we want to ensure that we are doing so because of a desire to reflect Him to others. The
famous writer and poet, T. S. Eliot, wrote, “The last temptation is the greatest treason: To do the right
deed for the wrong reason." Therefore, if we act only to achieve self-aggrandizement and public
praise, we are doing exactly what Eliot warns of in that quote.

My challenge to us as followers of the Way is to consistently display a gospel-humility so that
every interaction within the walls of our church and on the mission field is one which points directly to
our God. Pastor Timothy Keller writes, “The thing we would remember from meeting a truly gospel-
humble person is how much they seemed to be totally interested in us. Because the essence of gospel
-humility is not thinking more of myself or thinking less of myself, it is thinking of myself less. Gospel-
humility is not needing to think about myself. Not needing to connect things with myself.” When our
time comes to stand before the Lord, let our “character evidence” speak of His character rather than
our own.

Yours in Christ,

Colby Wawrerv, Chairman


https://www.azquotes.com/quote/1078402?ref=setting-a-good-example
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/1078402?ref=setting-a-good-example

AN D OUTREACH

June and July were busy months for mission and outreach, and what a wonderful feeling to be
working together to further the kingdom of God. The church held its annual Vacation Bible School
from June 22nd to June 27th, 2025. Thank you to each person who gave of their time and talents to
make a “True North” Vacation Bible School possible. Trusting Jesus in a wild world. Vacation Bible
School is one of the most significant opportunities in our church to reach out to the community and
plant seeds of the gospel of Jesus. It is our prayer that the seeds will flourish and make an eternal
difference in someone's life.

Thank you, church family, for embracing a visiting family during Vacation Bible School who lost their
home to a fire while the children were with us. The love shown to this family is remarkable and a
true example of Shermont being the Hands and feet of Jesus. | know this has impacted this family's
life. With the family's permission, you will find their address enclosed, in case you would like to send
cards of encouragement.

Stephanie Whitt & Family
309 Montague Street
Danville, VA. 24541

Lastly, for July, we collected school supplies for our church district school, Park Avenue. Thank you
for giving to the school, which will benefit both students and teachers.

There are no mission or outreach projects planned for this month. If you come across any opportu-
nities, please bring them to my attention. Let's take this month to pray for our Pastor, leaders, and
church family as we approach the opportunity of service for the 2025-2026 church year. Pray
earnestly and follow God’s direction to serve. Also, pray for those who are unsure of the direction
God is leading them. We are a family of God, and our goal is to work together in unity to further His
kingdom.

On September 7th, Shermont will assist Moffett Memorial Baptist Church with their soup kitchen,
which feeds the hungry. Donna Hutson will lead this event. She will be asking for volunteers. Let’s
pray for this mission outreach opportunity.

The Companion Care Sign-up sheets are still available if you want to be a part of this ministry.

Serving alongside you,

Amonda Crewy



Student Ministry Update

Gifts & Service

As you are praying over the Opportunities for Service Form, I’d like to briefly point out a few
things the Bible says about gifts and service. Theologian Wayne Grudem defines a spiritual gift as “any
ability that is empowered by the Holy Spirit and used in any ministry of the church.” This is a scriptural
and helpful definition to use as we look at what the Bible says about gifts and service.

First, every believer has been given a spiritual gift(s) [1 Cor. 12:7]. Spiritual gifts are not reserved
for just pastors, deacons, or the “spiritual superstars.” This even means that young believers have spir-
itual gifts too! A young believer does not have lesser gifts, nor are they a lesser church member. Now
there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit [1 Cor. 12:4]. The same Spirit that gifts the old, gifts the
young.

Second, spiritual gifts are given for building up the church. This does not mean making the church
building bigger or look nicer, for the church is not a building but God’s people. The Spirit gifts each be-
liever in order that the church would be equipped to carry out its ministry until Christ returns [1 Cor.
12:7; 14:26].

Third, believers are commanded to use their spiritual gifts [1 Peter 4:10]. We are stewards of the
gifts God gives us, including the spiritual gifts. Refusing to use the spiritual gifts you were given is harm-
ful to the body of Christ (the church) and also disobedience. We ought to be good stewards of all the
gifts God has given us.

Whether you are young or old, a new believer or seasoned, each believer has been given a spir-
itual gift and a command to use it for the benefit of the church. If you hesitate because you feel unsure
about what your spiritual gift(s) may be, know that it is okay to try various areas of service in the church
to help you identify your gifting. You could also ask other church members who know you well to identi-
fy areas the Holy Spirit seems to have specially gifted you. Each part of the body should desire for the
others to succeed because it builds up the whole and glorifies Jesus.

Youth Sunday

Youth Sunday is an opportunity for students to identify and exercise their spiritual gifts. As | men-
tioned above, all believers have been spiritually gifted and commanded to use those gifts including stu-
dents. However, we don’t want this to be a one-time-event. Serving on Youth Sunday shouldn’t be seen
as checking the box for serving this year. We want students to capture the biblical vision for what it real-
ly means to be a church member. If your student is interested in identifying and/or using their spiritual
gifts on Youth Sunday and beyond, please let me know as soon as possible.

In Christ,

Dylowv




