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Ryan’s Reflections

| recently read this story that reminds us of what’s important in life; how we spend our time:

It had been some time since Jack had seen the old man. College, career, and life itself got in the way. In fact, in the
rush of his busy life, Jack had little time to think about the past and often no time to spend with his wife and son.
He was working on his future, and nothing could stop him.

His mother called: "Mr. Belser died last night. The funeral is Wednesday." Memories flashed through his mind like
an old newsreel. “It’s been so long since | thought of him. I’'m sorry, but | honestly thought he died years ago,"
Jack said.

"Well, he didn’t forget you. Every time | saw him he’d ask how you were doing. He’d reminisce about the many days
you spent over 'his side of the fence’ as he put it. You know, after your father died, Mr. Belser stepped in to make
sure you had a man’s influence in your life."

"He’s the one who taught me carpentry," he said. "l wouldn’t be in this business if it weren’t for him. He spent a lot
of time teaching me things. I'll be there for the funeral," Jack said. As busy as he was, he kept his word. Mr. Belser’s
funeral was small and uneventful.

The night before he had to return home, Jack and his mom stopped by to see the old house next door one more
time. It was like crossing over into another dimension, a leap through space and time The house was exactly as he
remembered. Jack stopped suddenly.

"What’s wrong, Jack?" his mom asked. "The box is gone," he said. "What box?" "There was a small gold box that he
kept locked on top of his desk. | must have asked him a thousand times what was inside. All he’d ever tell me was

Al

‘the thing | value most.

It had been about two weeks since Mr. Belser died. Returning home from work one day, Jack discovered a note in
his mailbox. "Signature required." The small box was old & looked like it’d been mailed a hundred years ago. The
return address caught his attention. Jack opened the package, and inside was the gold box & an envelope. His
hands shook as he read the note.

"Upon my death, please forward this box and its contents to Jack Bennett." A small key was taped to the letter. His
heart racing, as tears filled his eyes, Jack carefully unlocked the box. There inside he found a beautiful gold pocket
watch. Inside he found these words engraved: "Jack, Thanks for your time! --Harold Belser." The thing he valued
most was his time.

Jack called his office and cleared his appointments for the next two days. "Why?" his assistant 3\»
asked. "l need some time to spend with my family. Oh, and Janet, thanks for your time!”

Thankful to value our time serving God together,

Pastor Ryanw
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Notes from Ellen

All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to Me | will by no means
cast out. John 6:37

Charlotte Elliott of Brighton, England, grew up in a Christian home surrounded by a family deeply
committed to their faith. As a young woman, Charlotte gained fame as a poet, but she also
became an embittered young woman. You see she struggled with feelings of uselessness and
depression, particularly after a serious illness that left her disabled at the age of 32.

Hoping to help her, a Swiss minister, Dr. Cesar Malan, visited the Elliotts on May, 9, 1822. Over
dinner, Charlotte lost her temper and railed against God and family in a violent outburst. Her
embarrassed family left the room, and Dr. Malan was left alone with her. As they talked about her
hate, anger, bitterness and resentment, Charlotte began to soften. “If | wanted to become a
Christian and to share the peace and joy you possess, what would | have to do?” she finally asked.

“You would give yourself to God just as you are now, with your fightings and fears, hates and loves,
pride and shame.”

“I would come to God just as | am? Is that right?”

In 1834, while Charlotte’s family attended a church bazaar, she found herself confined at home
due to herillness. Alone and struggling with feelings of isolation and depression, she recalled the
words of Dr. Malan. His advice struck a chord within her and in that moment of reflection and
despair, she penned the lyrics to “Just As | Am” pouring out her heart’s cry for salvation and
acceptance.

“Just As | Am” has become one of the most beloved and widely recognized hymns in Christian
history. This simple yet profound song has touched the lives of countless individuals, offering a
message of hope, acceptance, and salvation through Jesus Christ.

Charlotte lived to be 82 and wrote about 150 hymns. As her loved ones sifted through her papers
after her death, they found over a thousand letters she kept in which people expressed their
gratitude for the way this hymn had touched their lives.

Just as I am without one plea
But that Thy blood was shed for me
And that Thou bidst me come to Thee
O Lamb of God I come, I Come

I’'m so thankful | made that decision to come to Jesus “just as | am”!

Because of Jesus,

Elen
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August Birthdays

1 Barbara Haymore, Bob Warren Aug
3  Kendall McBride Aug
5 Debra Barber Aug
6 Halle Alvis, Macey Riley, Aug

Shelva Wilcox Aug
9 BillieJo Ellis Aug

11 Ava Presley
14 Adam House
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22
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30

Cheryl Brumfield

James Warren

Martha DeBoe

Peyton Saunders

Mathew Hankins

Donna Agee, Mike Armstrong,
Billy Hankins, Donna Hutcherson,

Taylor Wingfield

Happy Birthdoay to-AW!

Library Spotlight — Linda Godfrey

Summertime is Here!

Time to relax and take that vacation you’ve been looking forward to. Many people love to
read while listening to those waves at the beach. Wherever your plans take you, go to our
library first and pick out some of our books to take on that vacation.

Below is a series of books that | really loved. You’ll finish one, then you can’t wait to start on
the next one. These books are about two different families who have been rivals for many
years. ltis exciting, full of many secrets and mysteries to be solved, and as always, filled
with love relationships.

These books are written by Colleen Coble, a well-known bestselling author. She always
keeps you interested and wondering until the end.

Enjoy!

We have many of her books in our library like the following:

=

Linda Godfrey

What We Hide

Where Secrets Lie

When Justice Comes




From the Chairman’s Desk

One of my favorite hymns is “In the Garden.” It carries a great deal of meaning for me as Alan
Jackson’s version was played at my maternal grandmother’s funeral. This hymn is written in such a
way that the melody and lyrics almost seem to transport you; you truly can see yourself walking
through the cool of the garden with our Father. This hymn makes us harken back to the garden of
Eden; a place where we were able to walk and directly interact with our Creator. The garden located
within Eden was clearly a place in which the spiritual and physical worlds co-existed; a place without
death. To further this idea, if we pay close attention, Genesis gives us an interesting detail regarding
Adam’s role in the garden. Genesis 2:8 says, “the LORD God planted a garden eastward in Eden; and
there he put the man whom he had formed.” It goes on to say in verses 10 through 15, “And a river
went out of Eden to water the garden...and the Lord God took the man, and put into the garden of
Eden to dress it and keep it.” It’s clear from these verses that for intents and purposes, Adam was to
be God’s gardener! But wait, where else do we see a gardener appear in scripture?

If you guessed after the resurrection, you were correct! In John 20:15, Jesus appears to Mary
Magdalene, saying to her, “Whom seekest thou?” as John writes that Mary assumed Christ was the
gardener. We often hear this passage addressed by focus being placed on the assumption that Jesus’
appearance must have been different post-resurrection. Now, his appearance may certainly have
been changed or altered; however, this portion of scripture is telling us something much deeper. This
detail should take us back to Genesis chapter 2 as John is telling us that Jesus is the new Adam. Christ
came to faithfully and fully tend to God’s garden. Upon His resurrection, Christ could have taken upon
himself a victorious and regal appearance, yet He took upon himself the appearance of the gardener
to remind us that He came to fulfill the role man could not.

As we move into a new church year within the next couple of months, let us remember the
role of a gardener. A gardener plants seeds to grow new plants, waters and fertilizes existing plants,
and prunes those plants which need it. The gardener is also responsible for removing weeds that are
stifling the growth of the fruit bearing plants. Cynthia Anderson wrote, “If we want to see
multiplication and movement, we must be willing to prune the unfruitful activities and invest in what
bears Kingdom fruit.” | challenge our Church to be a church of gardeners, looking at how we can
produce Kingdom fruit for the King!

Yours in Christ,

Colby Wawrerv, Chairman




Missions

Thank you all for your ongoing support and prayers for our Mission / Outreach projects. Your
involvement truly strengthens our efforts and motivates continued participation.

In July, we collected many items to donate to Union Hall School. It's such a blessing to help a
school, and its teachers, with items that reduce out-of-pocket expenses. It's often the case
that teachers have to bridge the gap when supplies run low or when children come to school
without them.

We also supported the Pittsylvania Baptist Association by providing water and Gatorade for
volunteers helping an elderly blind lady with shingles on her roof, staining the handicap ramp,
and cleaning debris around her house. Thanks to everyone who lent a hand on July 16th and
17th. Your efforts made this community work possible.

Looking Ahead:

In August, there are no planned mission/outreach projects. As a church, let's pray for the
upcoming church year and trust that God will guide us in how we can serve others and grow
together as a body of believers; inspiring hope for what's ahead.

Stay tuned for announcements and your bulletin for details on how to join us on Saturday,
September 12, 2026. The mission/outreach group will partner with Moffett Memorial Baptist
Church's Feed the Hungry ministry, offering an opportunity to serve and connect.

Serving alongside you,

Amanda Crewy

“Let each of us look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others.”
Philippians 2:4



Student Ministry Update

Although students may not all be excited for school starting back,
we have some events in August that they will be excited about!

SHERMONT

Youth Sunday

Spare Time

On August 4" families can meet us at River District Social
from 5:45-7:00p for mini-bowling. We will cover the cost
for students, but we welcome parents to fellowship
while the students bowl.

Students can also invite their friends!

Youth Sunday is a special day of the year where

students are encouraged to find additional ways to
serve during the Sunday morning service. We want to
help find places for students to use their spiritual gifts
and willingness to serve for the glory of God. That may
look like music, Scripture reading, prayer, ushering, or
something else. If your student is interested in
participating on this day, please contact me as soon as
possible. Youth Sunday will be on August 16" with a

meal to follow.

Youth Sunday is also the day that students will move

up in their Sunday School classes based on the grade
they are entering. We are excited to celebrate this

new season with the students.

In Christ,

Dylawv

Back to School Bash

August 19" from 6:15-7:15pm, we will host a party
celebrating the students’ new school year. There will be
food, activities, and a biblical lesson to encourage
students to make the most of the new school year. We
would love for students to invite their friends,
especially those who may not have a church home yet.



