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Ryan’s Reflections 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

In 1845, the ill-fated Franklin Expedition sailed from England to find a passage across the Arctic Ocean. 

The crew loaded their two sailing ships with a lot of things they didn't need: a 1,200-volume library, fine 

china, crystal goblets, and sterling silverware for each officer with his initials engraved on the handles.  

Amazingly, each ship took only a 12-day supply of coal for their auxiliary steam engines. The ships be-

came trapped in vast frozen plains of ice. After several months, Lord Franklin died. The men decided to 

trek to safety in small groups, but none of them survived.  

One story is especially heartbreaking. Two officers pulled a large sled more than 65 miles across the 

treacherous ice. When rescuers found their bodies, they discovered that the sled was filled with the  

expensive table silver.  

Those men contributed to their own demise by carrying what they didn't need. But don't we sometimes 

do the same? Don't we drag baggage through life that we don't need? Evil thoughts that hinder us. Bad 

habits that drag us down. Grudges that we won't let go. 

The writer of Hebrews encourages us to lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, 

and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us (Heb. 12:2). It sounds so simple, but often 

we fail to remove those things keeping us from being effective Christians.  

Let us follow the command Paul gave the church in Ephesus:                                                                        

And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God in Christ forgave you 

(Eph. 4:32). Life is hard enough without us carrying around unnecessary burdens and problems!  

Instead, let’s forgive, forget, and focus on carrying the Gospel to those who need to know that God 

loves them, Jesus died for them, and they can spend eternity in Heaven if they will simply trust His    

forgiveness and grace. 

Thankful for a “lighter load” alongside you, 

Pastor Ryan    
 

 
 

 

  

 



         

 
 

 

 

Hope you had fun with these! 

I am ….. Singing for Jesus, 

Ellen  

Answers: U, T, A, C, Y, X, D, T, O, M, J, I, Z, K, F, D, C, G, H, L, R, Q, V, P, N, W  

Notes from Ellen 

 
 Match the HYMN with the Occupation   

1 Astronaut _____ A There’s A Call Comes Ringing 

2 Baker _____ B Rock of Ages 

3 Switchboard Operator _____ C Lift High the Cross 

4 Stonecutter _____ D He Never Said a Mumbling Word 

5 Politician _____ E Almost Persuaded 

6 Lifeguard _____ F I’ve Got a Mansion 

7 Speech Therapist _____ G Open My Eyes that I May See 

8 Barber _____ H He is Able to Deliver Thee 

9 Civil Engineer _____ I We Give Thee but Thine Own 

10 Dentist _____ J Tell Me the Old, Old Story 

11 Historian _____ K Pass It On 

12 IRS _____ L Shall We Gather at the River? 

13 Mountain Climber _____ M Crown Him with Many Crowns 

14 Gossiper _____ N Send the Light 

15 Real Estate Agent _____ O When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 

16 Speech Therapist _____ P We’ve a Story to Tell 

17 Steeple Builder _____ Q How Firm a Foundation 

18 Optometrist _____ R Seek Thee First 

19 Obstetrician _____ S A Parting Hymn We Sing 

20 Fisherman _____ T I Need Thee Every Hour 

21 Baseball Player _____ U Nearer My God, to Thee 

22 Builder _____ V The Path of Life 

23 Jogger _____ W There is a Green Hill Far Away 

24 Children’s Librarian _____ X Come to the Water 

25 Electrician _____ Y Standing on the Promises 

26 Golfer _____ Z The Rock That is Higher Than I 

New Song Community Choir will be here at Shermont 

WEDNESDAY, July 16th at 6:30 pm 

A love offering will be taken to help                           

this ministry with mission needs.   

Invite your friends, neighbors, family members and 

coworkers and let’s fill the pews! 



 

 

 

July Birthdays 

July 1  Todd Barrett, Odell Hutson, 

   Steve Stone 

July 2  Chris Ford 

July 3  Katie Gammon 

July 5  Ann Marie Wilkinson 

July 8  Kayla Pleasant, Kiley Wingfield 

July 10  Lynda Cassada 

July 13  Paul Bowles, Sam Stambaugh 

July 14  Crystal Presley 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
           Fearless Living in Troubled Times—Michael Youssef 
 
 This non-fiction book was written in 2017.  Michael Youssef, PHD is the founder 
and president of Leading the Way, a worldwide television and radio ministry in   
Atlanta, Georgia. 
  
 Dr. Youssef points out the wisdom and hope in 1 and 2 Thessalonians.  Today’s 
Christians, like first century Christians, can find the road to peace and purpose while 
living in a hostile world. 
  
 He gives practical advice to live out our best lives.  He was born and lived in Egypt 
for his first fifteen years, under the failures of a socialist government.  America’s 
freedom and Protestant work ethic are treasures to value. 
  
 In an age of anxiety, we can walk in faith and have God’s grace and peace daily.  
 
Happy Reading! 
 

Becky Boyd 

 

July 15  Dennia Burton, Donna Hankins, 

   Holly Hutcherson 

July 16  Terry Pleasant 

July 19  Peggy Hughes 

July 20  Emily Hankins 

July 23  Peggy Jo Parsons 

July 30  Dylan Alvis, Beverly Cook 

July 31  Skylar Hamlett, Bonnie Iahn 

    

Happy Birthday to All !                 

Library Spotlight—Becky Boyd 



 
 
 

July is the time when our nation celebrates its founding. A time when we take time to reflect on the 
genius of our Founding Fathers:  Jefferson, Madison, Adams, Washington, Franklin and the like. The 
documents drafted by these men and others were the building blocks which gave rise to this great   
experiment we now know as America. Their work gave rise to the freest nation the world has ever 
seen. Even today, politicians aspire to live up to the genius of the Founders as the Founders set the 
stage for how “nation building” was to be accomplished and freedom attained. As citizens, we are    
encouraged to follow in their footsteps by exercising our “unalienable rights endowed to us by Our 
Creator” and to participate in the political process. After all, shouldn’t we listen to our “Fathers” who 
set the example for us as Americans?  
 

In thinking about this time of year and seeking to follow the example set out by our Founders, I think 
about the example we set for our children and for new Christians as the members of Shermont Baptist 
Church. As a body of believers, we are tasked with guiding one another, ensuring that each is growing 
in his or her spiritual walk. We accomplish this mission by physically demonstrating to the world 
around us what is it that we believe; displaying to the world that our beliefs literally shape how we  
interact with one another. During His earthly ministry, Christ consistently states to His followers to do 
as He does. For example, when He washes the feet of the disciples, Jesus states, “Do you understand 
what I have done for you?...I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you.    
Very truly I tell you, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who 
sent him. Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them.” (John 13:12-17). 
Moreover, He instructs the disciples to continue to celebrate the Last Supper in memory of His        
sacrifice. Jesus also gives the command to “pick up your cross and follow Me.” Jesus knew that in     
order to affect change in His followers, He had to set the example, and the example had to be one 
which was demonstrable.  
 
My challenge to us as members of this church body is to set the example of Christ. Children attend 
church when they see their parents do so; new believers grow when they witness a mature Christian 
study in the Word and observe the fruits of Christian labor. We are responsible for mirroring Christ to 
our children and promoting spiritual growth in others. In the words of Pastor Vance Havner, “We are 
not going to move this world by criticism of it nor conformity to it, but by the combustion within it of 
lives ignited by the Spirit of God.” Therefore, let us be ignited as our Founders were to create this 
wonderful experiment of America; let us set examples for our fellow believers and children. Gordon B. 
Hinckley said, “As parents, we should remember that our lives may be the book from the family library 
which the children most treasure. Are our examples worthy of emulation? Do we live in such a way 
that a son or a daughter may say, ‘I want to follow my dad,’ or ‘I want to be like my mother’? Unlike 
the book on the library shelf, the covers of which shield its contents, our lives cannot be closed.       
Parents, we truly are an open book in the library of learning of our homes.” While Hinckley is           
specifically addressing parents, we certainly can apply this to ourselves as a body of believers, tasked 
with emulating our Founder.  
 

Yours in Christ, 

Colby Warren , Chairman 

From the Chairman’s Desk 

 



Missions 

Thank you for supporting Impact Mission, and providing Gatorade for youth and adults to drink 

while on the mission field in our community.  Impact Mission students served our community from 

June 23rd—27th.   

Please continue to pray for Impact Mission as they serve in various areas throughout the summer. 

July Mission 

July 06 - 27, 2025 

Your support can make a significant difference for Park Avenue Elementary School, the school  in our 

church district that we can assist in preparation for the 2025-2026 school year.  

This year, they have requested the following items:  

WIDE RULE NOTEBOOK PAPER 

#2 PENCILS (YELLOW) 

CAP TOP ERASERS 

YELLOW HIGH-LIGHTERS 

GLUE STICKS 

 

Special Request from teachers: 

PAPER TOWELS 

BOXED TISSUES 

HAND SANITIZER 

CLOROX WIPES 

EXPO MARKERS 

GALLON SIZE ZIP-LOCK BAGS 

The requests from teachers are items the school frequently runs out of, leaving teachers to purchase 

them with their salaries. 

 

The Companion Care Sign-up sheets are still available if you want to be a part of this ministry. 

  

Serving alongside you, 

Amanda Crews 



 

 
 

 

 
Check out our Student Ministry plans for July!       

July 2 - No Wednesday night activities. Happy 4th of July! 
 

   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 
In Christ,  
 

 

 

Dylan                                                     

 

Student Ministry Update 

 
July 16 - ROAR in Praise!  
(6:30pm // Fellowship Hall) 

 
July 23 - ROAR in Courage!  
(6:30pm // Fellowship Hall) 

July 10 - Kid’s Movie Trip   
(9:15am - Despicable Me 4) 

 
July 19 - Kid’s Movie Trip  
(3:45pm - My Neighbor Totoro) 

 
July 30 - ROAR in Service!  
(6:30pm // Fellowship Hall) 

July 9 - ROAR in Prayer!  
(6:30pm // Fellowship Hall)             


