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Forty years ago, in the summer of 1986, two ships collided in the Black Sea off the coast of Russia. 
Hundreds of passengers died as they were hurled into the icy waters below.  
 
News of the disaster was further darkened when an investigation revealed the cause of the 
accident: It wasn’t a technology problem like radar malfunction—or even thick fog. The cause was 
human stubbornness.  
 
Each captain was aware of the other ship’s presence nearby. Both could have steered clear, but 
according to news reports, neither captain wanted to give way to the other. Each was too proud to 
yield first. By the time they came to their senses, it was too late. 
 
Not only did their stubbornness lead to their own deaths, but also the deaths of hundreds of 
innocent victims. Such an unnecessary tragedy, all because of a lack of common sense and 
humility. Both captains thought that they were better, more important, and more determined than 
the other—and both suffered as a result.  
 
Paul reminds us in his letter to Titus that we are to be peaceable, gentle, showing all humility to all 
men (Titus 3:2).  
 
Now I know that most of us will not be captains of large ships in the Black Sea, but we are in 
control of our own lives, and how we respond to others in a manner that reflects our faith and our 
God, or not. Sure, our decisions may not lead to immediate casualties, but they may have an 
eternal impact on someone else’s decision to follow Christ.  
 
May we steer clear of any obstacle, stumbling block or prideful ambition that may keep us from 
focusing on Jesus, the author and perfector of our faith, and may our lives lead others not to an 
early, icy grave but an eternal, grace-filled relationship with our Savior. 
 
Thankful to show humility alongside you, 
 

Pastor Ryan 

 

 

 

Ryan’s Reflections 
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New Song Community Choir 

We will be at Shermont Baptist Church 

 Wednesday, July 15, 2026 

6:30 pm 

New Song Community Choir is made up of members representing nine different churches, 

and several different denominations, who come together to sing praises to the ONE and only 

true God!  They love the Lord and travel to churches, assisted living homes, nursing homes, 

and other venues to bring God glory. 

New Song is under the direction of Ellen Petty and is open to all who love the Lord              

and love to sing His praises.   

Invite your friends, neighbors, co-workers, family and come worship with us! 

A love offering will be taken to help with mission needs. 

 
Because of Jesus,  

Ellen  

 Notes from Ellen 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
July 1 Todd Barrett, Odell Hutson,   

Steve Stone 

 July 15 Donna Hankins,                        

Holly Hutcherson 

July 2 Chris Ford  July 16 Terry Pleasant 

July 3 Katie Gammon Shields  July 19 Peggy Hughes 

July 5 Ann Marie Wilkinson  July 20 Emily Hankins 

July 6 Larry Ratliff  July 21 Kaye Hayden 

July 8 Kayla Pleasant, Kiley Wingfield  July 23 Peggy Jo Parsons 

July 10 Lynda Cassada  July 26 Avery Wyatt 

July 13 Paul Bowles  July 30 Dylan Alvis, Beverly Cook 

July 14 Crystal Presley  July 31 Skyler Hamlett, Bonnie Iahn 

 

Happy Birthday to All! 

 July Birthdays 

 

 

 

Books, Books, and more Books!  Our library is well stocked for your summer reading plans.  

One of my favorite books recently is titled, “The Promised Land” by Cathy Gohlke.  A 

wonderful story spanning several generations, this book looks at how plans can change in 

the blink of an eye that can uproot past memories that were thought to be well buried.   

 

The story shows us that through looking back on our family and choices we made, 

relationships can be healed.  Redemption is there if we only allow God to heal our hearts.    

A truly inspiring story of endurance, patience, love and God’s faithfulness. 

 

Enjoy! 

 

Denise Robertson 

 

 

Library Spotlight – Denise Robertson 



 

I know that by now you are used to seeing an article from me regarding reading the Bible in 
context or discussing some theological concept. This newsletter will be different for you. As I 
write this, I am on my family vacation, and it’s the day after Father’s Day. I will say, celebrating 
being a father with my father and my two boys at one of my favorite places of God’s creation 
was ideal. Additionally, being able to wake up and walk out on the beach house deck with a 
cup of coffee is such a great way to start my morning.  
 
However, before I was able to enjoy that small moment on the deck, I had to jump on my 
computer to complete some office work; what is even more ironic is upon walking on the deck 
after completing my work, I looked at the adjacent house to find a father on his deck with his 
laptop and cellphone doing exactly what I was doing. I could not help but think how sad it is 
that we live in a society where we truly cannot escape. We are bombarded daily with others 
trying to communicate with us and grab our attention, not just with cell phones, emails, fax, 
etc. but we have news outlets and commercial advertising as soon as we cut on our television 
sets which are trying to communicate with us to sway our views and capture our attention.   
 
One of my favorite quotes comes from J. I. Packer: “Live slowly enough to think deeply about 
God.” Many times, due to my busy schedule, I forget to take time to disconnect, to enjoy just 
my family, my tight knit group of God’s image bearers. What a gift it is to have life; more 
importantly, what a gift it is to have a life in which we can have a personal relationship with our 
Father. Due to our busy world, what messages do we possibly miss from Him because we are 
so consumed with this world and the things man has made? Theodore Roosevelt said, “For 
unflagging interest and enjoyment, a household of children, if things go reasonably well, 
certainly makes all other forms of success and achievement lose their importance by 
comparison.”  
 
Our Creator sees the importance of His children, so much so, that He gave his “only begotten” 
(also meaning “unique, no one like Him”) Son so that we might have eternal life with him. 
Christ’s death gave us the gift of dwelling with Our Father forever and to experience His Spirit 
directly. We cannot waste this!  
 
During this season, my challenge to each of us, especially us men,                                                   
is to live slowly so that we can ensure we spend adequate time with                                            
Our Creator and allow our souls to be stirred by the messages He may                                           
be sending to us. Let us focus on the things in life that actually matter,                                         
let us focus on our homes and our families…after all, we cannot take                                  
anything else with us when we leave.  
 

Yours in Christ, 

Colby Warren , Chairman 

From the Chairman’s Desk 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Missions 

Just think, we are over half through the 2026 church year here 

at Shermont, and we are in full swing of summer. Life is busy 

running here and there, trying to get everything done. I hope 

at some point this summer you can sit back, take time for 

yourself, and realize how blessed we are to have a Savior who 

is always here for us in all seasons of life. 

 

This month, we will continue to collect items for Union Hall 

School. Union Hall is located in Chatham, Virginia, and this 

year we are focusing on collecting supplies to help stock their 

storage closet with extra school supplies, so teachers will not 

have to spend their money on supplies that children may not 

have or items they frequently run out of. Please be in prayer 

for all teachers and staff as they gear up for a new school year 

in August.  

 

Items needed: 

● Boxes Of Tissues 

● Clorox Wipes 

● Lysol 

● Paper Towels 

● Quart Size Ziplock Bags 

● Gallon Size Ziplock Bags 

● Hand Sanitizer 

● Black Expo Markers (Both Skinny & Fat) 

● Yellow Highlighters (Skinny) 

● #2 Pencils 

● Glue Sticks 

● Wide-Ruled Loose-Leaf Paper 

● Erasers (Big & Pencil Top) 

● Spiral One Subject Notebooks 

● 24 Count Crayons 

 

You will find drop-off baskets at each entrance of the church. The collection will end on Sunday, July 

26th. This will allow time for the items to be delivered to Union Hall School before school starts. 

 

Continue to be in prayer for mission/outreach and our church family.  

Serving alongside you, 

Amanda Crews 

  



 

 

We live in a technologically saturated world, and as parents, you likely understand a lot of the dangers that it 

poses for your kids. You may have questions about how to best protect your children from others and 

themselves on the digital front. I want to share a few tools you have at your disposal to safeguard your children 

in the digital realm. The best news is that you don’t have to work IT to use them effectively! 
 

Your two areas of focus are the device side and the internet/router side. Unfortunately, there are no silver 

bullets when it comes to safeguarding your children from the digital space, but you can establish layers of 

safety nets to provide the best chance for protection. 
 

From the device perspective, I will specifically focus on phones. Whether you use Apple or Android, both 

companies have provided a robust system for parental filters and controls. 
 

Apple (IOS) users can utilize the Screen Time functions through Apple Families. Apple gives you such controls 

as daily time restrictions, content/website/app restrictions, and even eyes-to-screen distance warnings. 
 

Android users can utilize the parental control system called Google Family Link. This gives you access to many 

of the same features as Apple’s Screen Time. You can set daily time limits, app-specific timers, downtime 

schedules (examples: bedtime, school, church, etc.), and even lock their device entirely from your own device. 
 

Third-party software is available that performs similar functions if you feel you need something extra. 

However, they do usually require a paid subscription. If you are interested, OurPact is one I recommend. 
 

Many modern routers come with an accompanying app that may allow you to create individual profiles for 

devices and establish content restrictions. Netgear and Synology routers have parent control features. 
 

With any router you can go to https://www.opendns.com/home-internet-security/ and register for a free 

account that will provide you with router-side parental content block features. You can use their OpenDNS 

Family Shield that is “preconfigured to block adult content” or you can opt for their OpenDNS Home version 

which provides “customizable filtering and basic protection.” 
 

If you need help setting up any of these systems or just have some questions, feel free to reach out to me and I 

will help to the best of my ability! I want each of us to be parents that embody Prov. 24:11: Deliver those who 

are being taken away to death, and those who are staggering to slaughter, oh hold them back. Let’s actively 

safeguard our kids from dire stumbling blocks, digital or otherwise. 

 

July Events 

 

July 7 - Film Crew (Movie: Goat) 

July 8 - Centrikid Report (Students will share their experience w/ the church in lieu of our regular Bible studies) 

July 11 - High-score Hangout (Arcade trip starting at noon) 

July 14 - Film Crew (Movie: The Pout Pout Fish) 

July 17 - Parent’s Night Out (Students wear favorite hero costume/apparel for Hero Training Academy theme)  

July 26 - Narnia Night (Parents & students invited for dinner & movie: The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe) 

July 28 - Film Crew (Movie: David) 

 
In Christ,  
  

  

  

Dylan                                              

Student Ministry Update 

 
 


