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Ryan’s Reflections 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Lately I’ve found myself slowing down a bit. Not necessarily because of age, physical inability to keep 

up, and certainly not from a lack of expediency! I’ve come to realize that there is an inherent danger in 

going too fast—not just on the road, but in life—even in our spiritual lives.  
 

Several years ago, a Navy jet fighter plane shot itself down over the deserts of Nevada while testing a 

new cannon mounted on its wing. The plane was flying at supersonic speeds, but the cannon shells 

were subsonic. What happened was critical. The fighter actually ran into the shells it had fired seconds 

before. The jet was traveling too fast. 
 

Sometimes we travel too fast for our own spiritual good. Here are some marks of moving so fast you are 

in danger of shooting yourself down: 

If you don’t have time to worship the God of our Creation & the Savior who died for us. 

If you don’t have time to read the Bible and pray. 

If you don’t have time to witness to those God places in our lives who need Jesus. 
 

Psalm 46:10 says, Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be       

exalted in the earth! Our gracious God deserves to be glorified, & He expects us to do our part!  
 

As summer is upon us, most likely your schedule hasn’t slowed down any; 

in fact, it might have picked up speed! Wherever you go, be sure to take 

time to worship; take time to read your Bible and pray for those in need; 

and take the time to be the witness God has called you to be.  
 

Thankful to be “slowing down” alongside you, 

Pastor Ryan    
 

 
 



         

 
 

Father’s Day is coming up and it will be the second Father’s Day without my Daddy.    My Daddy 

taught me so much, but the best thing he taught me was about Jesus!   He loved Jesus and loved to 

sing for Jesus.  He wrote many songs, short stories, poems and it was all about Jesus and His love.   

Some of my favorite times spent with my daddy was around the piano.   He would write the words for 

a song and would want me to put the music to it.   We would sit for hours and work on a song.   I 

wouldn’t trade that time with him for anything.   I would love to sit at the piano again and help him 

with his “newest” song.   

There was never a time that our family got together that my Daddy wouldn’t start singing a good old 

gospel song or hymn and we would start adding harmony to it.  What wonderful memories of my 

sweet daddy.  I’m so very thankful my Daddy taught me about Jesus!   I’m so very thankful my Daddy 

lived a life before me showing me Jesus!   I’m so thankful my Daddy loved music and encouraged me 

to sing for Jesus!  The words below are to one of the songs my Daddy wrote: 

I Can See   

by Robert F. Harris 

 1.  A special moment on my life is so real 

The time I trusted in my Jesus  and was healed; 

My sinful life…   was turned around, 

A perfect peace…  was what I found, 

And to follow in His footsteps is my will. 

(Chorus)      Oh I can see,  yes I can see     I….can see 

I’ve been touched by the Light and I can see; 

He’s the light of the world,  a Christian banner has been unfurled, 

O praise the name of the Lord,   I can see. 

2.  There’s a time in our life to take a stand 

Give our heart and soul to Jesus and His command 

Reach out to others that they might see  the kind of person that they could be 

And then we’ll know that we have touched the Master’s hand 
 

 

Happy Father’s Day,  

 Ellen  

Notes from Ellen 



 

 

 

June Birthdays 

June 4  Stephanie Ellis, Scarlet Poteat, 

   Austin Presley 

June 7  Becky Boyd, Steve Dowdy 

June 10  Emmett Speagle 

June 11  Donnie Doss 

June 12  Ross Riley 

June 13  Paulette Bennett 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
           Purls & Prayers series—Sharon J. Mondragon 
 
           Series: 
 

           The Unlikely Yarn of the Dragon Lady 
           The Tangled Tale of the Woolgathering Castoffs 
    
          Join the church group of knitters for some fun inspirational fiction.  Getting kicked 
out of their comfort zone leads them to a deeper walk with God.  Unique opportunities 
arise for reaching hurting people; in their group and in the community. 
 
   Grandma Ruth Doesn’t Go to Funerals—Sharon J. Mondragon 
 
          Grandma Ruth and her granddaughter gather clues to solve a mystery.  This is a 
story full of southern charm.  From her bedside, her main weapon to get people talking 
is a plate of cookies or chocolate dessert and plenty of sweet tea.  Ruffling a lot of 
feathers along the way, she “helps” the Lord out. 
 
 
Happy Reading! 
 

Becky Boyd 

 

June 15  Etta Brown, Vickey Sloane 

June 18  Tim Hutcherson 

June 22  Rachel Martin, Trey Yarbrough 

June 24  Linda Godfrey 

June 27  Bryson McBride 

June 29  Tammy Bengtson, Steve Carlton, 

   Karen Law 

Happy Birthday to All !                 

Library Spotlight—Becky Boyd 



 
 
 

One of my favorite things to do, especially on weekends, is to simply sit back and watch my   
children as they learn and explore the world around them. A world we take for granted is a treasure 
trove of adventure and wonder to a child. As I write this newsletter (over Memorial Day weekend), 
James is learning how much fun a bouncy house/slide can be (thanks to Marc and Lori Beth Dalton) 
and how he has physical abilities to climb and jump; and Asher is discovering his mirror in his pack-n-
play, causing him to constantly smile at himself. Throughout these formative years, children figure out 
what skills they possess, in turn beginning to develop their own self-confidence and independence. 
Moreover, I am discovering parenting skills to help encourage their growth, allowing them to do just 
enough on their own to stoke those fires of independence and better develop their skills.  

 
In thinking about my children growing and learning, I could not help but think about our walk 

with Christ. When we first accept Christ and commit our lives to Him, we begin the processing of      
development into the believer God would have us to be for his glorification. In writing to the         
Ephesians, Paul writes, “Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every respect 
the mature body of him who is the head, that is, Christ.” (Ephesians 4:15-16). First Peter 2:1-5 says, 
“Therefore, rid yourselves of all malice and all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander of every kind. 2 Like 
newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation, 3 now that 
you have tasted that the Lord is good. 4 As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by humans but 
chosen by God and precious to him— 5 you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house 

to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.” Clearly, 
we are called to discover our “skills” as Christian so that we can better serve and represent God’s  
kingdom to the lost world. Our goal should be to mature our faith such that even the secular world 
has to stop to take note of God’s work in our lives. In his book, What is a Healthy Church?, Pastor Mark 
Dever writes, “A healthy church is not a church that's perfect and without sin. It has not figured every-
thing out. Rather, it's a church that continually strives to take God's side in the battle against the       
ungodly desires and deceits of the world, our flesh, and the devil. It's a church that continually seeks 
to conform itself to God's Word.”  

 
My challenge to our church is to continually grow, to seek God’s will for our body of believers. 

We should be students of the Word and pray consistently. Moreover, we should help each other in our 
walks, holding one another accountable but do so in grace and love as parents do when teaching their 
children the skills needed for life. Let us be “…a group of pardoned rebels . . . whom God wants to use 
to display his glory . . . before all the heavenly host . . . because they tell the truth about him . . . and 
look increasingly just like him - holy, loving, united.” (Nine Marks of  Healthy Church by Mark Dever). 
 

Yours in Christ, 

Colby Warren , Chairman 

From the Chairman’s Desk 



 

Wow! It's so hard to believe we are already approaching warm weather. Some of you may not like 

warm weather, but I love it! Flip-flop season has begun.  Speaking of warm weather, it is time to  

support the   Impact Mission Team, who will be in the Danville and Pittsylvania County Area from 

June 23rd to June 27th. 

How are we going to help?  

 

 

The Gatorade will help quench the thirst of the students and adult leaders working in the heat. 
 

Some of you may not be familiar with Impact Missions, so let me give you some insight. 
 

Youth spend a week serving, preparing to help change the world. 

Impact Mission Camp students will share Christ’s love with families in our local community            

by repairing homes and ensuring they are safe, warm, and dry. 

Impact is a youth-oriented construction-based mission camp primarily for grades 7- 12 students.  

Impact Virginia will have approximately 40 - 50 adult leaders and students working in our area from 

June 23rd to 27th. The students are from churches in the Virginia and North Carolina region. 

We are deeply grateful for your support!  

Please pray for Impact Missions and donate GATORADE if you can.  

You can drop the donations in the Collection bins located at each entrance.   

 

 

If you have any questions, please contact Amanda Crews  (434) 548-1976. 
 

The “Companion Care ministry” sign-up sheets are still at each entrance.  

Please pray for this ministry and sign up as God leads you. 

 

If you have any questions about the Companion Care ministry, 

contact Kim Baldridge at 434 421-2279. 

Serving alongside you in Missions, 

Amanda Crews 

Missions 

WE ARE URGENTLY REQUESTING DONATIONS OF GATORADE! 

Collection Dates Are June 1st - June 15th! 



 

 
 

 

We have a lot of fun and exciting events going on throughout this summer! Check out some of our 
events in June below: 

 
 
The Youth End of School Party will be on Wednesday, June 4. 
We be celebrating the efforts of the youth throughout the 
school year. The party will be at River District Social from  
6:00-8:00pm where we will eat, digital-golf, and bowl! 
 
 
 
 

Thursday, June 5 we will take students in our children’s 
ministry to the Danville Stadium Cinemas to watch   
The Wild Robot.  We will depart from Shermont on the 
bus at 9:15am.  

 
 
 
ROAR is a dynamic summer program where kids can    
become bold in their faith, and youth learn Christian 
leadership principles they can apply wherever they go. 
Our first meeting will be Wednesday, June 18 where the 
theme will be on “ROAR in Faith!” 
 
 

 
Thursday, June 19 we will take students in our         
children’s ministry to the Danville Stadium Cinemas    
to watch Kung Fu Panda 4.  We will depart from         
Shermont on the bus at 9:15am. 
 

 
 
Vacation Bible School will be Sunday, June 22 through 
Friday, June 27. Sunday through Thursday kids will have 
loads of fun dancing, playing, eating, and more!            
On Friday we will have the Finale Ceremony where kids 
present some of what they learned to friends and      
family. Following the ceremony guests will be treated to 
a delicious dinner.  
 

 

 

 

 

Dylan                                                     

Student Ministry Update 


