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Ryan’s Reflections

As we go through the various trials of life, often the point of our need becomes a “teachable moment”
when we are especially able to comprehend a new or deeper truth from God.

Bill and Gloria Gaither have written many wonderful Christian songs. One that Gloria wrote in the late
1960’s came while she was expecting a child. The couple was going through some terrible problems. Bill
had been seriously sick and their music had been attacked as not being spiritual.
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On New Year’s Eve night, Gloria sat in a dark room experiencing a time of torment and fear. She said,
sat alone in the darkness thinking about the rebellious world and all our problems - and about our baby
yet unborn. Who in their right mind would bring a child into a world like this?”

She was at the height of fear and then something happened. She said, “l can’t quite explain what
happened in that next moment, but suddenly | felt released from it all. The panic that had begun to
build inside was gently dispelled by a reassuring presence and a soft voice that kept saying, ‘Don’t forget
the empty tomb, don’t forget the empty tomb.’

Then | knew | could have that baby and face the future with optimism and trust for | had been reminded
that it was all worth it just because He lives.” And she wrote these now familiar words:

How sweet to hold a newborn baby, and feel the pride and joy he gives; but greater still the calm
assurance, this child can face uncertain days because He lives. Because He lives, | can face tomorrow,

because He lives, all fear is gone, because | know He holds the future. And life is worth the living just
i

because He lives.

This Easter season, may we be reminded that no matter
what our needs, our God can and will provide—the empty
tomb is all the evidence we need! Let’s allow Him to teach
us to trust Him more, that we might be living examples of
His mercy, grace, and provision to all we encounter.

Thankful to be celebrating our Risen Savior alongside you,

Pastor Ryaw




Notes from Ellen

GOOD NEWS! CHANGE OF PLANS!!!!

Many of you have approached me asking if the choir could do the cantata twice this year.
Our original plan was to just do it on Easter Sunday. After prayer and talking it over, we
have decided to present our Cantata twice;

Easter Sunday, April 20™, 10:30 am
and
Monday, April 21% at 6:30 pm

We are excited to have our KidZ PraiZe choir join us this year!

We ask all of you to help us by reaching out to your family, your co-workers and your
neighbors, and invite them to come celebrate our risen Savior with us.

HE IS WORTHY! Hallelujah! Amen!
Singing for JESUS,

Elen




April Birthdays

April 2 Jamie Pleasant April 18 Don Green

April 3 Hazel Riley April 19 Keith Rice

April 4 Jason Curtis April 23 Connor Ford

April 5 Marie Day April 24 Helen Clark, Amelia Poteat
April 6 Amanda Crews April 25 Chris Laughorn

April 9 Carleigh Dalton April 26 Frances Harper, Jim Martin
April 10 Deloris Murphy April 29 Walter Bennett, Isis Gary,
April 13 Lawrence Woodson Johnny Ray Wilcox

Happy Birthday to-AW !

Library Spotlight—Denise Robertson

The Secret Hotel in Berlin by Catherine Hokin

Imagine living a life “playing a part” to survive in a world that wants to destroy you
and all you hold dear. During WWII that is exactly what so many people had to do to
survive in a world full of hatred and destruction. A life where you struggle to save
yourself and your family.

For Lili Rodenberg, a Jewish woman, life was not what it seemed. She was a hotel
owner forced to serve the very people who would so easily kill her for just being a Jew.
She puts her own life at risk to save so many others.

Her story transcends future generations, and shows how her choices affected her

family for years to come. If you like historical fiction, love, and suspense, you will truly
enjoy this book!

Denise Robertson 3




From the Chairman’s Desk

One of the most exciting and fun experiences of being a parent for me is watching James imitate
me, his mother, and other family members. For example, my dad and | have a habit of licking our lips
and/or slightly sticking out our tongues when we are concentrating. Of course, as Dad and | put
together many toys for him, James diligently watches us as we attempted to follow the directions.
During the “construction phase,” Dad or | can usually be seen licking our lips or with tongues slightly
out in deep concentration; so now, James finds any opportunity to slightly stick his tongue out and lick
his lips. Another instance of his keen observation and burning desire act like an adult is his
“stretching routine” during which he bends one leg back and raises it off the ground. He learned this
from his “Lima Bean” (also known as Kathy McDaniel within our church). Of course, his antics bring us
a great deal of laughter, but his actions also bring me great joy that he is paying so much attention to
us and wants to be like us.

As I've previously written, | believe God gives moments in our lives to display qualities of
Himself through His creation. The relationship between a husband, wife, and child is a mirror of the
Trinity. In watching James joyfully mimic me or others, | realize that we should be ecstatic to share
with the world and with one another who our God is. We are made in God’s image, meaning He works
through us to reflect out to the world who He is. John the Apostle, in 1 John 2:4-6, writes, “ *Whoever
says ‘l know Him’ but does not keep His commandments is a liar, and the truth is not in him, > but
whoever keeps His word, in him truly the love of God is perfected. By this we may know that we are in
Him: ® whoever says He abides in him ought to walk in the same way in which He walked.” John is
challenging those “believers” who simply state their belief but do not live out or reflect such
commitment in their actions. He, out of love, instructs his audience to actively and visibly live out their
commitment to Christ by implantation of His commandments in their daily lives which in turn will
impact believers and nonbelievers alike. In a recent sermon, Josh McPherson, pastor of Gate City
Church, said, “...what He [God] put in my heart to build, | probably won’t see finished in my lifetime.
And rather than carrying the burden trying to finish it all, | can walk in the joy of knowing the sons I've
raised and the sons you’re raising, the daughters that we’re raising, and the young generation that’s
raising up will be equipped to finish the work that God started through us.”

As we continue in our Christian Walk, let us ensure that we reflect and implement what we
believe. In the time of Christ, a devoted Torah student would follow his rabbi for teaching and
instruction. Rabbinic students want to emulate their rabbi. From this devote following, a saying was
coined that a student would “follow in the dust of
rabbi” as the student wanted to be so close to his
teacher that the dust from the teacher’s sandals
would cover the student in his walk. Whether we
think of ourselves as a leader or not, a Christian is
called to be a leader of leaders. Therefore, let us
mirror our Teacher to our brothers and sisters in
Christ and let the Dust of our Rabbi cover those
around us.

Yours in Christ,

Colby Wawrevv, Chairman




Missions

Annie Armstrong Easter Offering

Sunday, April 6 - 27, will be the month our church collects the Annie Armstrong Easter Offering.
This offering is a remarkable initiative that supports missionaries in North America. We invite you to
join us in this season of prayer and generosity.

When you give directly to this offering, 100 percent of your gifts will support these missionaries. This
year, Annie Armstrong's Easter offering theme “Step Into The Story,” is a powerful call to action that
inspires us to be part of something greater.

The 2025 scripture verse for this year's theme is from 3 John 1: 7-8, which says, “For they have gone
out for the sake of His name... Therefore, we should support people like these to be fellow workers
for the truth.”

The national goal for this year’s Annie Armstrong Easter Offering is $78 million.
Shermont’s goal is $5,000.00

We urge you to pray for this offering and the missionaries who are out serving and spreading the
gospel. Your prayers are a crucial part of this mission, and your commitment is greatly appreciated.

Let's continue to lift our missions in prayer, knowing that our support makes a difference!

Love in Christ,

Amanda Crewy

Annie Armstrong
Easter Offering

FOR NORTH AMERICAN MISSIONS

STEP INTO THE

STORY

1) North American
Mission Board



Student Ministry Update

Family Movie Night - “The King of Kings”

On April 11 at the Danville Stadium Cinemas we
invite all families to join us as we watch the new
movie—The King of Kings. It is the story of
Jesus told from the perspective of a Father
sharing with his son the greatest story ever told.
Through the boy’s vivid imagination he walks
alongside Jesus observing His miracles, trials,
and ultimately sacrifice. We will meet directly at
the theatre at 6:15pm, with the movie starting
at 6:45pm. Each child should be accompanied by at least one adult. As a bonus, each child in
attendance will receive a free ticket for the movie. If you are interested in attending, please let me
know via youth@shermont.org or 850-375-3426.

A Story Told by Charles Dickens
ANGEL

Easter Eggstravaganza

This year’s Easter celebration will be a family-focused Easter
experience. Parents as well as children (PreK-5th Grade) are
invited to enjoy the games, crafts, food, and an egg hunt all

centered around the gospel on April 12 from 2:00-4:00pm.

How can | help?

There are three ways you can help and participate in this event.

1) The most important way is to be praying that God would use this event to save the lost and give
parents boldness to lead their children in spiritual conversations.

2) The next big need we have is for volunteers for the event: set up/tear down, refreshments,
hospitality, and stations. If you are able to serve in one or more of these teams, please let me know
via sign-up sheets, email, or phone.

3) The last way you can help is by bringing pre-filled Easter eggs for our egg collection. Baskets are
located by the vestibule and nursery entrances.

Thank you for all your support in reaching the next generation with the gospel!

Dylowv
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