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In a Peanuts strip Lucy once grumbled to poor Charlie Brown about the awful New Year she was having.
She complained that problems abounded, and she felt that difficulties were around every corner.

Then she said, “l don’t think this is a New Year at all—I think we’ve been stuck with a USED year!!!” It’s
like she had purchased a used car and was finding out all the problems it had after she bought it!

Yet the reality is that the used car had those problems before it was purchased; we all have problems,
trials, or dilemmas that have carried over from 2024 into the new year.

But we also have the hope, peace, joy, and love found only in Jesus Christ that as Believers, follows us
not only into the new year but throughout all eternity.

As we begin this new year, even though we may endure struggles and challenges and setbacks, let us
stay focused on the one constant in our lives—the faithfulness of our God. His Word endures forever,
and His mercies are new each day!

As David reminds us in Psalm 40, He has put a new song in my mouth — Praise to our God!

My prayer is that throughout 2025 we will all be filled with a new song, praising our God for His

H

goodness, His grace, and His faithfulness.

Thankful to begin this New Year with you,

Pastor Ryawv
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New Beginnings....

Years ago when James and | first got married my family decided to Christmas carol the shut-ins
in the church family and community on Christmas Eve. My Mama and | would bake goodies and wrap
them up and all of my Harris family would bundle up our kids to go Christmas caroling and give the
goodies to the shut-ins as we sang. Then we would go to my Mom and Dad’s house and have our
Christmas family time. It was one of the best traditions we started and every year we looked forward
to this tradition.

When my Mom passed and my Dad remarried and our families continued to grow, it got harder
to keep this tradition. After a few years, my Dad and new Mom were not physically able to go with us,
so James and | and our girls and their families tried to keep it going.

Unfortunately, we haven’t been able to continue this tradition now for several years. We all
miss it but with work schedules, new babies and many other conflicts, it just doesn’t work out any-
more. It always touched my heart to see the faces of those we sung to and handed out treats. | be-
lieve it blessed me more than it did them. I’'m not really sure.

January is a great time for new beginnings! New goals! New traditions! | pray you will join me
in seeking God’s direction for 2025! His plans are always the best plans and He may very well have
new traditions that will not only bless us, but bless others as we start them!

Singing for JESUS,




Jan 2 Kirby Ford, Holly Harper Jan 17 Denise Saunders

Jan 3 Sarah Gentry, David Holly Jan 18 Colby Martin

Jan 4 Stephen Harper, Sheila Hutson Jan 20 Jettia Riddle

Jan 5 Matthew Kapornyai Jan 22 Anita Tuck

Jan 7 Turner Curtis Jan 23 Helen Dalton, Bill Wilson

Jan 8 Bill Law Jan 24 Dylan Gary

Jan 10 Tom Widener Jan 25 Robert Agee

Jan 12 Aaron Riley, Ryan Riley, Jan 26 Mary Adkins, Allison Moore
Carter Speagle Jan 27 Roger Ruis

Jan 14 Carolyn Grace Jan 31 Teresa Wilkerson

Happy Birthday to-AW !

= =

Within These Walls of Sorrow by Amanda Barratt

This book won the Christy Book of the Year Award for 2023. The Christy Awards
were established in 1999. They recognize Christian fiction of excellence that have faith
at their core.

Set in WWII Poland, this moving historical novel is based on true accounts. At risk
of their own lives, a pharmacist and his small staff fight Nazi oppression. They shine
light in a very dark world. Their acts of kindness and bravery are inspiring.

God brings these heroes through fearful times with resilience, courage, and faith.
His memoir was published in 1947. Today, the pharmacy is a historical museum.

By far, this was the best novel | read this year. The characters are ordinary people
enduring sorrow. Jew and non-Jew, lives are intertwined. Family is redefined.
Goodness, faith and love prevail.

Becky Boyd




January Mission Inspiration

Do you sometimes tell yourself, "l can’t do it?" Well, guess what? Yes, you can. God's plan is
not just powerful, it's uniquely tailored for each of us. As Christians, we are called to make a
difference in the world. Don’t be like other Christians; be like Christ. You might be the only Christian
in a group of people, and God can use you to be an example to them. Remember, God's plan for you
is full of potential and hope.

Just imagine the profound impact of influencing just one person. That person could go on to
influence two more, and those two could influence even more. With God’s strength, you have the
power to touch countless lives. Your actions, no matter how small they may seem, can have a ripple
effect that reaches far beyond what you can imagine.

Don’t dwell on your situation now; trust in the Lord and do His will. Remember, you can change
the world in many ways, and just doing something can do a lot. Let God use you by letting Him in
complete control because He knows best for you. Trust in His will, and you will be guided, always.
Trust in His plan, and you will find the strength and direction you need.

Never let anyone say you can’t do it, or it will not work. If it’s God’s plan for your life, it can
never be stopped. Commit to God’s will and help others. You can volunteer, give, teach, and so
much more.

Be bold because we must never be self-centered. Always remember someone is going to die
today without knowing Christ. You can be the person at your job, school, or community to start a
spiritual spark! This means sharing the gospel, living a life that reflects Christ, and being a source of
encouragement and hope to those around you.

Never underestimate the difference you can make in the lives of others. Step forward, reach
out, and help. Your actions, no matter how small, can significantly impact others. As a church family
let us work together through missions to continue to show God’s Love in 2025.

(We) can do all things through Christ who strengthens (us). Philippians 4:13

Thanks for all that was done in 2024!

In Christ,

Amanda Crewy




Entering 2025, we have significant national changes taking place: a changing of political power from
Democrat control to Republican control of both Congressional Houses as well as the Executive Branch. During
the election, the Republican presidential candidate, Donald J. Trump, received a majority of the popular vote
and over 300 electoral votes. The election was a landslide for the Republican party and a message to the
“Establishment” of what the United States citizens wish to see in both fiscal and social policy. As a body of
believers, our job is to vote for the party which will seek to implement the moral system that most aligns with
the Bible. Even when a party which we believe will implement such Biblically based policies wins, can we put
our “faith” in it to make substantial change to the moral fabric of American society?

With the advancement of Big Tech and the inauguration a short time away, | cannot help but think
about the Book of Revelation. A book filled with imagery of large governments and a Satanic ruler known as
the Anti-Christ. | often like to say that this book is one which can be placed anywhere in history, within any
culture or society, and its principles will still be applicable. Certainly, throughout American history, writers,
theologians, political cartoonists, etc. have attempted to say certain events were signals of the end times. For
example, the dropping of the atomic bomb and the rise of Hitler were very popular events used to advertise
the end of days. But is Revelation seeking to tell us more than just a timeline of how earth will be judged and
renewed? | think Revelation is meant to provide us with principles and ideals which are to prepare us for a so-
ciety which will persecute us as believers.

Though I've thought a great deal about the Book of Revelation during this election season, | specifically
think about the passage dealing with the infamous “Mark of the Beast” better identified as “666”. Now most
people are terrified of this number, never wanting to be in a hotel with that room number or always ensuring
that a supermarket does not add up to this figure; however, the number is not the issue, but rather who it is
identifying. You see ancient societies used a coding system known as “gematria” in which numerical values
were added to letters of an alphabet. Therefore, when using the Hebrew gematria, we find that the name
"Neron Caesar" is the result. Emperor Nero ruled Rome around 68 A.D. when the Book of Revelation was
written. He viewed himself as a god and expected to be worshiped as such. Rome even minted coins in which
Nero was shown along with the pagan god, Zeus. In order to buy, sell, or trade, a citizen had to use such coins.
The Roman citizens were expected to acknowledge the emperor’s “deity” to be economically profitable. If a
Christian failed to do so, he or she would be killed in gruesome ways. Occasionally, their bodies were even
used to light Nero’s gardens at night. Despite his violent and heinous nature, the body politic of Rome still
placed its faith in him as emperor.

I’m sure you are asking why this passage and the Book of Revelation come into my mind when the
Republican party certainly seems to be more Biblically based in its policies, especially as it relates to a social
agenda. Well as | previously mentioned, the Book of Revelation presents certain timeless ideals and principles
to guide us as believers, and | think the passage is warning us to be careful with whom we place our faith.
Throughout the text, we see time and time again when man puts its faith in its own government to solve its
problems. We see it in the story of the Tower of Babel, and we see it again in the story which unfolds within
the Book of Revelation. Now this letter is not by any means an indictment or accusation of the Republican
party of the Democratic party as being the bringer of the Anti-Christ. Rather, this letter is meant to serve as a
reminder that our political parties and bodies are made of sinful, fallible men and women that will “get it
wrong” as its within our nature. Therefore, as we move into this new political season, let us remember where
our faith lies. The only true bringer of perfection and redemption is our Savior. We must continue to pray for
our leaders and lawmakers to make decisions which glorify God and are in line with the text; however, do not
be deceived in thinking we can rule ourselves. We were once left to do that in the Garden of Eden and look
how that turned out.

Yours in Christ,

Colby Wawrerv, Chairman



Upcoming Events

Events:

D-Now 2025 - Shermont youth will join with many other local youth groups for a time of fun and wor-
ship. The speaker this year is Rob Turner, and the band will be Liberty Worship Collective. Students will
dive into the topic of the “Battle for the Heart” from Romans 6. Mark your calendars for March 7-9th,
and start inviting your friends for this awesome weekend experience!

We will need volunteers for host homes for boys and girls. If you are interested, contact me via
youth@shermont.org.

Student Life Camp - For the summer of 2025 the youth will be attending Student Life’s Mission Camp.
The format is very similar to that of our Fuge trips in the past. Our youth group will serve, learn, and
have fun together! For more information on what Student Life’s Mission Camp will be like, check out:
https://studentlife.lifeway.com/mission/.

Students will need to give a $75 deposit by January 29th to secure their spot. We also are still in need
of adult volunteers (1 male & 2 female) to accompany the students during this trip. If you are interest-
ed, please contact me as soon as possible.

New Youth Bible Study Series

To kick off the new year, the youth will start a new Bible study series on Wednesday nights. This
5-week series will be on the theme of Not a Fan, based on the book and video series by Kyle Idleman.
During this series youth will study what it means to be a follower of Jesus and not just a fan. This is a
great entry point for non, or new believers, as well as a challenge for seasoned believers. Join us as we
learn what it means to truly follow Jesus.

Serving Opportunities

Below you will find several dates and organizations the youth will have an opportunity to serve in the
near future. We don’t want to just be hearers of the Word, but doers of the Word. These are
opportunities to do just that by serving those in need. In order to best prepare, we ask that you would
register for each outreach at least a month in advance.

Valor Farms (NCHV) - January 18
God’s Pit Crew - February 17

Dyla/v‘/ Valor Farms (NCHV)
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